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Introduction 
[bookmark: _Toc103766468][bookmark: _Toc136354403]I hope you’ve all had a wonderful summer so far.

It’s been a busy few months across our centres and at Cairn Home, but we also managed to fit in a staff and trustee away day. It gave us a chance to step back from the day-to-day demands of our work and spend some time thinking about how we work together. One activity encouraged us to look at the different services across the organisation and how much we depend on one another to achieve the outcomes we do. Another focused on the “Three Sieves of Socrates” and the importance of thinking about the impact of our words before we pass information on. Both discussions reminded us that good communication and teamwork are at the heart of everything we do. We also had a quiz that highlighted in numbers the impact our services make. Sometimes taking time to pause, think and learn is just as important as keeping busy.

We’ve also had a fantastic reason to celebrate recently, having secured £224,000 from The National Lottery Community Fund for our Community Engagement Project. We are excited to get started and to build on our work reaching people who may not currently access support. The project will focus on promoting eye health, engaging with harder-to-reach communities, providing culturally appropriate information in trusted community settings, and improving access to early diagnosis, treatment and support for people living with sight loss.

We were delighted with the positive response to the customer satisfaction survey included with our last edition of Insight.
 
We also received encouraging feedback through the professionals’ survey carried out by Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council. It is always lovely to hear that our services are making a real difference to people’s lives and that our work is valued by those who use and refer into our services.

As always, there is plenty to share in this edition, from the latest developments in apps and Meta smart glasses to research updates, transport information and much more.

If you have any news, information or ideas that you would like to share, we would love to hear from you. And if you would like to know more about any of the articles featured in this edition, please do get in touch. 

Joanne Ardern 
[bookmark: _Toc103766470]CEO of SRSB, RSS and Cairn

How to Access What’s On at SRSB and RSS:
We have so much happening it can be hard to keep up! However, there are lots of ways to find out:
· Online via our website Client Events page (events are listed in date order): www.srsb.org.uk/client-events.aspx 
· Our Service Leaflets explain the specific details of services offered by SRSB, RSS and Cairn and are available in printed or digital format
· Quarterly large print Activities Guide or email version (events listed by activity or group)
· Mailing lists for specific interests eg Culture Club, Children & Young People, etc
· Large print notice boards in the Cafes at SRSB with ‘What’s On this Week’ with a QR code to link you to the list online
· Contact us by phone 0114 272 2757 or 01709 722 420
· Email us at info@srsb.org.uk 

Most of our Client groups, activities and events are available to our clients with both sight and/or hearing loss unless specified. Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind (SRSB) and Rotherham Sight & Sound (RSS) clients and Cairn residents are welcome to access services in both Sheffield and Rotherham. 

[bookmark: _Toc103766471][bookmark: _Toc174373232]Staff Updates: We’re very sad to say goodbye to Carolyn who many of you will know is one of our Community Advice Officers (CAOs). Carolyn is retiring from our charity after many years of service. She has supported so many people over the years and been an incredible source of information, specialising in benefits advice. We wish Carolyn the wonderful, long and happy retirement she deserves. Our thanks for all her hard work and we are sure that many of our clients will join us in wishing her well. 
We’ve welcomed Ella to the CAO Team and she has been working closely with Carolyn for the last few months to learn from her extensive knowledge. We’re sure that Ella will continue in Carolyn’s footsteps and be a valuable member of the team and a great support to our clients.
Meet the Team: Jess: “Hello everyone! I’m Jess, one of the new Community Advice Officers at SRSB/RSS. I’ve only been here for 6 months but it feels like it’s been years! That’s down to how warm and welcoming everyone here has been – the staff, the volunteers, and our wonderful clients. 
“I’m usually out and about visiting clients in their own homes following a deterioration in their sight, or a diagnosis affecting their vision. My role is to help make sure our clients have everything they need to live as independently as possible, and to do so confidently and safely. Together, we look at everything from equipment (such as UV shields), to adaptations around their homes, and benefits to ensure our clients are getting everything they’re entitled to. It’s often surprising to people just how much help there is out there – but you can’t ask for something if you don’t know it exists!
“One of the most rewarding aspects of my job is getting clients into our centres to take part in the activities and events. Seeing someone who has been isolated at home coming out of their shell, making new friends and coming back week after week is a feeling that will never get old. 
“On my very first day at SRSB/RSS a client told me that he didn’t think that he would’ve been here without the support from the charity, and I think that’s a good reminder of just how important our work is.”
Meet the Team: Fiona: “Hello, I’m Fiona the newest receptionist for SRSB/RSS working alongside Charley in Sheffield and Helen C in Rotherham and covering when they’re off on their jollies! I am also admin for the Look Ahead Workshop we hold most months which is introducing new and returning clients to SRSB/RSS. This workshop helped me back into SRSB after some years not being an active client and I was amazed at how much help and support the charity offers. I also regained the independence that I had lost. 
“I’ve been visually impaired since 2012 and my connection with SRSB began back in 2016 when I became registered SSI. Over the years I went from client to becoming a volunteer, helping mainly in activities and also up at Cairn so I covered all three of our buildings and since April I’ve been very pleased to join the hard-working team as a staff member!
“After my Look Ahead Workshop, I was never away, doing various activities including snooker (I was even on the BBC at the world snooker championships in April doing an interview), VI tennis (won 3 medals during my time there), to fundraising events like completing the Infinity Bridge in the Lakes and putting together tabletop sales and attending fundraising social events.
“My background includes customer service and customer care, so I really enjoy meeting people, helping where I can and making sure everyone receives a warm welcome.  I was always taught by my lovely late Mum, Heather, the importance of having a good telephone manner, which is why I apparently turn on my ‘posh’ voice over the phone!
“Outside of work, I’m a Mum of 4 wonderful children who are now all adults with my youngest heading off to University this Sept. At home we have a little Jack Russell dog called Isla and a tortoise called Tobias, or Houdini, as he likes to escape! I enjoy meeting friends for drinks and food and going away.
“And finally, Bobby, my long cane has now officially retired... and been replaced by Kenneth! Who’s doing a grand job keeping me safe out and about and trying his best so I’m not walking into streetlamps or bins!
[bookmark: _Toc211851081]“I’m really looking forward to meeting new people and getting to know everyone who comes and goes into the Centres and being part of a dedicated team who go above and beyond for our clients.”

Our Wider Team: Ever wondered who the team behind SRSB/RSS and Cairn are? You will probably have met certain members of staff when you have used our services, however, there are members of our small team who work on different aspects of our charity, all critical to the delivery of our services to you.
So, to illustrate, here’s just one example of the teamwork involved: when you attend an activity at SRSB/RSS there will have been background preparation to organise the group with management involvement in ensuring the group fits our charity mission and that staff are available, then the booking of the room or outside venue, accessibility considerations to go through, risk assessments, upkeep of the rooms and buildings, cleaners to ensure the buildings are cleaned, hygienic and tidy, transport to organise if appropriate (and the maintenance of minibuses), funding for the group, recruiting and training of volunteers to support our work, promoting the group to clients and also to the staff team, staff (with support from volunteers) facilitating the group, reception to welcome and inform you, booking of providers, administration around attendance and finance involvement in paying for elements of the group or processing payments, moving of furniture dependent on what the session is, catering while people are in the Centre, calling taxis if needed, administration post-event to ensure that attendance is recorded and outcomes are recorded to inform planning for future groups and for reporting to management and trustees .... and the list goes on... 
Every year, we try to make time for our team to have a day together, not only as a team building exercise, but as a way to communicate elements of our ethos that need to be part of our team thinking. It’s a time to step back from the day to day, regroup and share successes, challenges, and an overall picture of our organisation. We held some sessions at our Centre in Sheffield in the morning, a quiz and other exercises all themed around our work, then we visited Wentworth Woodhouse for a themed treasure hunt. We had a great day and felt ready to take on the world again!
Services
For any of the services featured below or any of our other services, you can call us on the numbers at the beginning of the newsletter.


[bookmark: _Toc174373233][bookmark: _Toc181094723]Minibus Charges: We have taken the decision that we will have to increase the existing charge of £1 per journey on our minibuses to £2. Even with this increase, SRSB/RSS transport remains heavily subsidised. Fuel, insurance, servicing, repairs and vehicle replacement all contribute to the cost of providing this important service. The change will help us maintain a reliable, accessible and sustainable transport service for the people who rely on it. The increase will be in effect from 1st Oct 2026. Thank you for your understanding and continued support. 

Thank you! In the Summer 2026 newsletter we included a questionnaire for our RSS clients with sight and/or hearing loss to ask for feedback about our services. 
We had 123 responses which were extremely positive. Thank you to everyone who took the time to return these to us, it was great to hear how much our teams have supported and helped people at a time when they need us most, and who we continue to support as required. There were some suggestions of course, which we are taking on board, but most of the comments were a powerful reflection of how much we have made a difference which was lovely to hear. 
The results were shared with RMBC who part fund our service in Rotherham.
Good News: We also want to share some really positive news following a recent meeting with the Commissioning Officer from RMBC.
They recently carried out their own survey with professionals’ to gather feedback on RSS’s service, and we are really pleased to say the results were overwhelmingly positive. They spoke to 28 organisations that either work with us or refer into our services, and the feedback from professionals was fantastic. Several also fed back comments they’d received from their clients/patients.
Comments included things like:
“Life changing”
“I don’t know where I would be if it wasn’t for the service”
“Friendly and helpful”
“A safe place”
“Staff are knowledgeable and professional”
...and many more in the same vein.

Equipment & Technology: 
Magnifiers in Sunlight: As you all know, we have had a particularly hot and sunny summer. This is just a reminder to be aware of the danger of leaving mirrors, magnifiers etc anywhere that they could magnify the sun’s rays and cause a fire.

Optelec Demo Days (Solutions for Low Vision and Blindness): 
· Wed 16th Sept SRSB 9:30am to 3:30pm
· Fri 18th Sept RSS 9:30am to 3:30pm

Meta Glasses: These have been big news for our clients lately, giving a more affordable option than some other products available to the blind community. We’ve had various sessions about these, with visits from Sunglass Hut to SRSB and another due at RSS on 25th Sept. Alex Gage Opticians visited our Children & Young People’s group. Our Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP) Support Group also did a session.
Following the RP Group, the team sent clients this information which we thought would be good to share in the Newsletter too: 
Please note, if you wish to purchase Meta Glasses, it’s worth asking for a quote from multiple retailers or opticians. For more information, you can also book an appointment with our technology or equipment advisers, Jake and Rob, by giving us a call on 0114 272 2757. 

Shop AI glasses: www.meta.com/gb/ai-glasses/shop-all/

Below are useful and free apps it may be worth trying before purchasing a pair of glasses, the apps can be found by searching for them in your app store. A smart phone is required for these. 
These are not recommendations, just sharing of information: 

· Be My Eyes (App): 
www.bemyeyes.com/
· Be My AI (App): 
www.bemyeyes.com/blog/introducing-be-my-ai/
· Seeing AI (App): 
www.seeingai.com/
· Daisee (App): 
https://hellodaisee.org/
· Soundscape (App): 
www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/product/soundscape/
Children & Young People: 
It’s been a fantastic summer, filled with new experiences, opportunities to build confidence and independence, and plenty of fun along the way!
We enjoyed another successful Beauty Without Barriers workshop, where our young clients learned about skincare routines and developed their skills in applying make-up, followed by a fabulous trip to Lush, where we got hands-on making our own products, enjoyed giving each other relaxing massages, took part in scent meditations and had the chance to discover and try out new products.
Our Summer Socials have been a brilliant way to spend time together and meet other VI young people. We’ve had a go at Showdown, played Braille UNO and, most importantly, created opportunities for friendships and connections to grow.
We also enjoyed a shopping trip as part of our Empowering Young People Project. It was wonderful to see our young people growing in confidence and independence as they navigated the shops, made their own choices and enjoyed the experience together. We rounded off the trip with a tasty treat from Chocolate Bar by Bullion – the perfect way to finish a fantastic day! 

School Holiday Activities: During the Half Term in October we’ve got some fun Halloween activities booked in as well as our next Empowering Young People 2 day course: 

· Halloween Make-Up: Tues 27th Oct RSS 10am to 12:30pm
· Pumpkin Painting: Tues 27th Oct RSS 1:30pm to 3:30pm
· Empowering Young People: Wed 28th Oct. Meet at SRSB. Trip to Meadowhall 10:30am to 4pm
· Empowering Young People: Thurs 29th Oct SRSB 10am to 3:30pm

Life:Ahead Project: Are you at a point in your sight loss journey where you feel at a crossroads? For example, perhaps you are thinking about re-training, changing career, volunteering, getting more healthy or making new friends. Our Life Ahead project is designed to help you take stock of your current situation and identify some realistic outcomes, whether they are small steps or big ambitions. We then help you to get there by signposting, then reviewing your progress. Sarah, our project co-ordinator is there to support you, so please get in touch with us to find out more. You can read more here: www.srsb.org.uk/Life-Ahead/ 

Co-op Estate Planning: In July we had a talk from Co-op Estate Planning. They sent a thank you and hoped you found it informative and that it’s prompted you to consider your own circumstances and how well protected you and your loved ones are.  
Preparing for the future involves more than just writing a Will. The right advice could help you to protect what you’ve worked hard for, and they discussed some of the things people need to consider like:   
Long-term care fees if you ever need to go into care and the legislation around this.  
Mental incapacity and considering ‘Lasting Power of Attorney’. 
Planning properly for the future and protecting yourself, your loved ones, your home and savings, requires more than just writing a Will. Specialist advice is important. To arrange a consultation with the Co-op call their Estate Planning team on 0800 110 5221.
We also run our own SRSB/RSS Will Month which will be in October. Please see the Fundraising section for more information about this.
 
[bookmark: _Toc211851083]Feedback
[bookmark: _Toc211851084]Our Stories: We love to share stories from our clients and we recently had some feedback from Jem who had accessed our service following a stroke. Thank you Jem.

Here is his story: “I first became involved with SRSB in Sheffield after losing my sight from having a stroke. I was struggling with daily tasks, confidence, and adapting to sudden vision loss. My stroke team suggested SRSB as a place that could offer practical support and understanding, so they reached out and it quickly became a lifeline.

“I’ve accessed mobility support, symbol cane, emotional support, and practical guidance around adapting to sight loss. I’ve also had help navigating benefits, equipment, and ways to stay independent at home.

“The service has been genuinely life-changing. They didn’t just offer support they offered understanding. My struggles are mostly invisible, and SRSB treated me with dignity, patience, and respect. They helped me rebuild confidence, find new ways of coping, and feel seen at a time when I felt misunderstood by many professionals.

“I previously worked in a hands on, practical role for a family nursery, building furniture for the children, from there I went to work in telecoms putting WiFi for Virgin Media all over the UK. Then I worked on a building site which was my favourite job of all time, where I would do anything and everything as well doing my own little business venture in carpentry. Before my stroke, I’d always been someone who stayed active and helped others. My career was built around hard work, independence, and supporting my family, values which I still carry with me today.

“I’m beginning to share my story to help others who face invisible disabilities. I decided to do this because I know how isolating it can feel when people don’t understand what you’re going through. Giving back helps me turn something painful into something meaningful. It gives me purpose, connection, and the chance to make sure no one feels alone in their recovery. I’m still writing my story and I want to publish it in the future as I’ve seen that there’s not a lot out there about strokes and of someone who’s gone through it at a young age. 

“SRSB helped me feel seen again. Their support gave me confidence at a time when everything felt uncertain. Your disability doesn’t define who you are, you can do whatever you put your mind too. 

“I’d like to thank the team for their patience, kindness, and genuine care. Recovery isn’t a straight line, and they’ve walked alongside me through setbacks and progress. Their support has helped me adapt, stay hopeful, and keep moving forward. Many thanks Jem.”

[bookmark: _Toc103766472][bookmark: _Toc174373234][bookmark: _Toc211851085]Cairn Home
Our care home in Sheffield Cairn Home specialises in care for people with sight loss. 

There’s been lots going on at Cairn, with activities and outings. There’s a busy schedule of weekly activities such as crosswords, darts, music, exercises, dominoes, singing, crafts etc. and then there are other one-off events and activities, like garden parties, visiting singers etc.
SRSB/RSS’s Emotional Support Officer organises Gong Sound Therapy and meditation sessions  and there is a regular visiting hairdresser, foot health practitioner and hearing aid repair service. Clients also have the opportunity to visit SRSB/RSS activities such as the coffee morning, curling and other social activities
There’s recently been some work on the corridors and a quiet seating area and it’s looking really smart. The corridor was decorated with artwork that was purchased with donations from families and friends. 
We currently have some rooms available. If you’re interested in finding out about Cairn or to arrange a visit to look around, please get in touch: 0114 266 1536  cairn@srsb.org.uk
Awareness
[bookmark: _Toc211851086][bookmark: _Toc103766475][bookmark: _Toc174373237]We continue to work hard to raise awareness of sight and/or hearing loss in our communities. If you’d like to find out about research, consultations and feedback groups please let us know at marketing@srsb.org.uk You could help make a difference to changes in public spaces, organisations and venues by sharing your lived experience, ultimately helping to improve everyone’s experience.
SYMCA Focus Group: We recently held a research session for South Yorkshire Mayoral Combined Authority around the design of the new trams. In the meeting some of the participants raised the issue of apparent inconsistency in regards to whether conductors need to check the travel permits of passengers with sight disabilities. They subsequently took this up with their operations team, who responded: For the visually impaired passes that have an eye symbol, scanning is not required and the pass can be manually recorded. Often these passes are in an orange wallet. A visually impaired person shouldn’t have to offer their pass to the conductor. Hopefully, this will clear up any confusion and give visually impaired passengers a more consistent experience.

Sheffield University Study Recruitment Request: We have been asked to pass on this request by the University of Sheffield:
Participants Wanted for Nystagmus Research.
Help us understand how people with nystagmus focus on objects

We’re looking for people aged 16 to 36 with:
· Infantile (congenital) nystagmus OR
· Albinism with nystagmus We also need volunteers without nystagmus for comparison.
· If you wear glasses, an updated glasses prescription
· Capacity to consent

What’s involved?
· A single 1.5 hour visit to the University of Sheffield
· Eye tests to measure your focusing ability (all non-invasive)
· Questionnaires about your experience of the tests
· Breaks provided and you can stop at any time

What’s in it for you?
· £20 voucher + travel contribution
· Help improve future clinical care for people with nystagmus
· Be part of unique research not done anywhere else in the UK

Interested? Contact Zainab Saleem
z.saleem@sheffield.ac.uk by Dec ‘26

Call for Participants: Documentary Photography Project.
We’ve been approached by a photographer (Anna) about a project she has some funding for, and she would like to know if any of our clients are interested in being photographed. 
Here is her request: “I’m looking for people of all ages and backgrounds to take part in an ongoing documentary photography project exploring how climate extremes affect everyday life in the UK. This is a personal project and the final project will hopefully be presented in London through an exhibition and talk at The Photography Foundation in 2027.
I’m particularly interested in hearing from people who have experienced:
· Living in an overheating home or flat during heatwaves
· Living in a cold home that’s difficult or expensive to keep warm in winter
· Health conditions, caring responsibilities, or other circumstances that make coping with extreme temperatures especially challenging
The project involves photographing participants in a respectful, collaborative way to help tell their stories. There is no need for any modelling experience, just a willingness to share your experiences.
Photographs would ideally be taken in your home, if you feel comfortable with this, as it helps to tell your story and would be especially meaningful for the project. However, your comfort always comes first.
If you would rather not be recognisable, that’s absolutely fine. We can photograph you in whatever way you feel comfortable, for example by:
· Photographing you from behind or without showing your face
· Focusing on your hands or other details instead of your face
· Photographing your home or living environment without you appearing in the images
· Creating a portrait in your home if you are happy to be recognisable
Together we can decide what feels right for you. Your comfort and privacy are the priority, and you are always in control of how you are photographed and how your story is shared. Everyone is welcome, including individuals, families, older people, people with disabilities, and people from all backgrounds.
If you’re interested or would simply like to find out more, I’d love to hear from you. My website is www.anna-neubauer.com and Instagram @annaneubauer_photography

Accessible Meeting Rooms at Sheffield Libraries: Our friends at Sheffield Libraries, Archives & Information have asked us to pass on this information: 
Invitation to help shape accessible library meeting rooms in Sheffield.
Sheffield Library Service has been successful in getting funding to improve its library meeting rooms at Ecclesall, Manor, Darnall, Firth Park and Chapeltown. We want these spaces to be welcoming, accessible, flexible and easier to use.
We’d welcome your feedback on access, layout, lighting, furniture, equipment, signage, information before arrival and the booking experience; whatever may be relevant to you. If you’re interested in taking part, you can do this either by:
Completing the online survey, which includes photographs with text description suitable for screen readers. Visit: haveyoursay.sheffield.gov.uk and search for libraries, or: https://haveyoursay.sheffield.gov.uk/community-meeting-rooms-in-sheffield-libraries
OR attend a structured site visit to one or more library meeting rooms;  the remaining visit schedule is:
· 15th Sept 2026: Ecclesall Library
· 15th Sept 2026: Darnall Library
· 15th Sept 2026: Manor Library
Engagement takes place between Aug and early Oct 2026, with findings expected mid to late Oct ‘26
[bookmark: _Toc211851087]Volunteering
If you or someone you know is interested in volunteering please view our roles online: 
www.srsb.org.uk/Jobs-and-Volunteering/Volunteer-Opportunities/ or call Andrea on:0114 272 2757 or email: volunteers@srsb.org.uk
We give full Visual Impairment Awareness training and induction.
New Team: We now have a fantastic new team of around 20 Lived Experience volunteers who support our Visual Impairment Awareness Training, where the aim is to improve access and knowledge within our communities. These volunteers are people who have expressed an interest in giving something back and who can give a valuable insight into the impact of sight loss and the challenges they face navigating our communities; the physical infrastructures that affect them such as the environment outdoors or in shops and organisations etc, or challenges with verbal or digital communication such as at hospitals, in the workplace etc. This is a win win situation, as our volunteers are not only helping us raise awareness, but also gain so much personally from doing this. As one volunteer put it, “It’s such a useful day for people, providing a great insight into what SRSB/RSS offer and explaining to audiences about sight loss it’s a privilege to be part of that.”  
Their stories are powerful and have a positive impact. If you’re interested in being part of this team, please contact Andrea or Tracy.
Fundraising
Our Fundraising Events are open to anyone to join. You can book online at www.srsb.org.uk/fundraising-events.aspx contact Steve or Steph:0114 272 2757 or fundraising@srsb.org.uk
The events we hold are a critical source of income for our local independent charity and help us to provide our services now and into the future in Sheffield and Rotherham. In recent years, the fundraising climate has been particularly challenging, so any help you provide is very much appreciated. 

Here are some dates for your diaries, more coming soon:
· Charity Golf Day: Fri 18th Sept 9am 2026. Sitwell Golf Club
· ABBA Tribute, Beighton Recreation Welfare: Sat 19th Sept 2026. 7pm. £10 per person
· Pub Quiz: Thurs 24th Sept. 7:30pm 2026. The Old Queen’s Head Sheffield. £5 per person
· Sheffield 10K: Sun 27th Sept 2026. Sheffield Centre
· Blind Drive: Thurs 8th Oct 2026 
· Yorkshire Marathon Relay: Sunday 18th Oct, York University
· DJ & Quiz Evening SYVITC/SRSB: Thurs 22nd Oct. 7pm to 10pm 2026
· Pub Quiz: Thurs 3rd Dec 7:30pm 2026. The Old Queen’s Head Sheffield. £5 per person
· Skydives and Wing Walks: Any time to suit.

SRSB Awarded £224,000 to Reach More Local Communities: We’re delighted to announce that SRSB/RSS has secured £224,000 from The National Lottery Community Fund to deliver an exciting new 3-year Community Engagement Project.
Thanks to National Lottery players, this funding will enable us to recruit a new Community Engagement Co-ordinator who will work alongside local communities to help prevent sight loss, improve eye health awareness, and ensure more people can access the support they need.
The project will involve setting up a steering group with a focus of engaging with minority ethnic and other under-represented communities across Sheffield and Rotherham. Through a programme of eye health talks, workshops, and community outreach activities, we will provide information in a range of accessible and translated formats, helping to break down barriers to accessing services and support.
The funding will also provide training opportunities for volunteers who want to make a difference in their communities by becoming eye health champions and helping us reach more people.
Importantly, the project will offer a pathway into SRSB/RSS’s wider services, connecting people with benefits advice, tech support, equipment provision, counselling, and other practical services.
This is a fantastic opportunity to build stronger community connections, improve awareness of eye health, and ensure that more people living with sight loss receive the support they need to live independently and well. We’ll share updates as the project develops over the coming months.

ABBA Fever Returns! Get ready to say “Thank You for the Music” as ABBA Fever returns on Sat 19th Sept at Beighton.
Following their sold-out performance 2 years ago, this acclaimed ABBA tribute act is back with all the classic hits for a fantastic evening of music, dancing and nostalgia. Tickets are £10, making it a great night out while supporting our charity. Book early to avoid disappointment! Transport available (must be booked).

Take the Wheel at Our Blind Drive 2026! Are you ready for a unique challenge? Join us on Thurs 8th Oct, from 9am to 5pm at Sheffield Arena Car Park A, for our popular Blind Drive event, proudly supported by Sheffield Arena and Young Driver.
This exciting experience gives participants the chance to drive a dual-control car while blindfolded and guided by a qualified driving instructor. You can test your skills in a fun penalty points competition.
The event is open to everyone aged 11 and over, whether you’re blind, visually impaired, or sighted. Blind and visually impaired participants won’t be required to wear a blindfold.
Entry costs just £30, and we’re asking each driver to raise a minimum of £50 in sponsorship. Places are limited and always fill up quickly, so don’t miss out!

Brains, Banter and Butties! Why not join us for our regular Quiz Night at the Old Queen’s Head, Sheffield, on Thurs 24th Sept at 7:30pm?
Teams of up to 4 people can take part for just £5 per person, with butties at half-time, a raffle and a prize for the winning team. Whether you’re a quiz expert or simply looking for an enjoyable evening out!

Fundraiser Returns: The annual joint fundraiser between SRSB/RSS and the South Yorkshire Visually Impaired Tennis Club returns to SRSB Thurs 22nd Oct, 7 to 10pm.
Last year’s event was widely regarded as one of the best evenings held at the Centre, bringing together supporters, volunteers and members for a fantastic night of friendship, music and fundraising. Enjoy music from a DJ, a pay bar and pub snacks in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere, while raising money for 2 local organisations supporting people living with sight loss. Proceeds from the evening will be split equally between SRSB/RSS and the South Yorkshire Visually Impaired Tennis Club. Tickets cost £10 per person

Make October the Month to Make a Will: Do you, family members or friends still need to make or update a will? If so, please tell them about SRSB/RSS Will Month this October.
Making a will is one of the most important things a person can do, ensuring that their wishes are carried out and that loved ones are provided for. During the month, our panel of local solicitors will prepare basic Wills in return for a donation to SRSB/RSS (additional charges may apply for more complex wills).
Will Month is open to everyone, making it a great opportunity to support a local charity while putting plans in place for the future. After looking after family and friends, some people also choose to leave a gift in their will to SRSB/RSS, helping future generations of people with sight and hearing loss receive the support they need.
If you or someone you know needs to make a will, please encourage them to contact Steve or email giftinwills@srsb.org.uk

Community Matters: Many thanks to The Women’s Institute Ecclesall Road who chose us as their Charity of the Year and have raised a fantastic £2,950 during the year to support our work. The group had a stall at the Nether Edge Festival, held a plant and cake sale and also an open garden event. 

Skydivers Raise £10,000: 8 brave supporters took the leap from 15,000 feet and raised an incredible £10,000 for SRSB/RSS
After weeks of fundraising, the team completed their tandem skydives. A huge thank you to all 8 skydivers and everyone who sponsored them. Their courage and generosity will make a real difference. Congratulations everyone!

Sheffield Round Walk Success: A huge thank you to everyone who took part in this year’s Sheffield Round Walk. 14 enthusiastic walkers laced up their boots and completed the challenging 17-mile route.
Thanks to their fantastic efforts and the generosity of family, friends, and supporters, the event has raised an incredible £3,500! 
Special mentions to Lucy who raised an amazing £2,018, and 12 year old Archie who was first back (with his Mum Alison) raising a brilliant £220.
Congratulations to our walkers and thank you! Watch this space for a new walk in 2027!

Take on 165+ and Help Us Beat £21,310 in 2026! Each year, we invite everyone who’s raised £165 or more to a special celebration at SRSB. Last year, our amazing supporters raised £21,310. Can you help us beat that in 2026? Take on 165+ can be whatever you want it to be. Walk, run, cycle, swim, take on a skydive, organise a bake sale or raffle, or get sponsored to give up a favourite treat. You can also request a collection box, become a regular donor, or join the SRSB/RSS Lottery.
Looking for an organised challenge? Why not sign up for our popular Blind Drive and raise sponsorship?
However you choose to get involved, every pound raised helps provide life-changing support. 
Sign up today and help make 2026 our biggest year yet.

Help us save costs! Please help by opting to receive this newsletter by email or memory stick. Please email marketing@srsb.org.uk from the email address you’d like us to send it to and add your name so that we know who you are. Thank you!
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