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[bookmark: _Toc103766467][bookmark: _Toc174373230][bookmark: _Toc211851080]Introduction 
[bookmark: _Toc103766468][bookmark: _Toc136354403]Welcome to our Summer newsletter. As we write this we’re still patiently waiting for the better weather!
We hope you enjoy reading our latest news. There’s been lots going on with existing services, and some new developments to tell you about, so please read through all the news.
Our client news is four times a year, so please also remember to check our website and social media for updates about upcoming dates and information in between times. We also produce a quarterly Activity Guide that has a list of upcoming events, activities, groups and meetings.
The external environment remains challenging with the cost of living and this applies to our clients, but also makes things more challenging for our charity. We need to ensure that we will be here for people adapting to sight and/or hearing loss into the future, and we need the support of our community to do this. This could mean simple things like letting us know if you can’t attend activities or groups so that time and minibus journeys aren’t wasted, or by understanding that we may have to slightly increase some of our already subsidised charges.
Our ethos at SRSB/RSS and Cairn Home is about building confidence, independence and increasing people’s knowledge so that they can adapt and grow on the new path their life has taken, armed with the right tools. 
Some of our new services have been developed specifically for this: Our ‘Empowering Young People’ sessions to empower young people with sight loss through peer support, access to key services and confidence-building activities, while supporting them through the transition to adulthood.
Our Daily Living Skills workshops to build confidence and independence with cooking and healthy eating (more on this in this newsletter).
We’re going to be holding some ‘Confidence Building Courses’ soon to address particular challenges people have that may be holding them back (more on this soon).
We’ve also been building a group of volunteers who are willing to share their lived experience with others to feed into these and other sessions.
All of these go hand in hand with raising awareness in the community through our training with other organisations.

Joanne Ardern 
[bookmark: _Toc103766470]CEO of SRSB, RSS and Cairn

How to Access What’s On at SRSB and RSS:
We have so much happening it can be hard to keep up! However, there are lots of ways to find out:
· Online via our website Client Events page (events are listed in date order): www.srsb.org.uk/client-events.aspx 
· Our Service Leaflets explain the specific details of services offered by SRSB, RSS and Cairn and are available in printed or digital format
· Quarterly large print Activities Guide or email version (events listed by activity or group)
· Mailing lists for specific interests eg Culture Club, Children & Young People, etc
· Large print notice boards in the Cafes at SRSB with ‘What’s On this Week’ with a QR code to link you to the list online
· Contact us by phone 0114 272 2757 or 01709 722 420
· Email us at info@srsb.org.uk 

Most of our Client groups, activities and events are available to our clients with both sight and/or hearing loss unless specified. Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind (SRSB) and Rotherham Sight & Sound (RSS) clients and Cairn residents are welcome to access services in both Sheffield and Rotherham. 

[bookmark: _Toc174373232][bookmark: _Toc103766471]Staff Updates: We’ve welcomed Frank Forman to our charity. Frank is the new Operations Manager and has settled in really well. 
We said a fond farewell to Emelda our cleaner at RSS who had been with us for nearly 2 years. Thanks for keeping everything spick and span Emelda! And all the very best from us all for your new job. 
We’ve welcomed Suzanne who has joined the team as cleaner at RSS.
Meet the Team: Victoria: “Hello Everyone! I’m Victoria and I’m one of our new Community Advice Officers, I started at SRSB/RSS in January 2026. It has been a wonderful few months and I have met so many lovely people. My last job before this one was supporting the wellbeing of students at one of the Universities in Sheffield, so it has been great to use lots of the same skills in this job, but I have been learning lots too. Before this job I hadn’t ever had much experience working with and supporting people with sight loss or hearing loss, or any experience with Benefits Advice, so these have been areas I have learned a lot about.
“The SRSB and RSS teams have been so welcoming, as have the clients and volunteers, so thank you all for this! In my first few months I have been welcomed by the teams at SRSB, RSS, and at Cairn Home and I have had the opportunity to take part in lots of the great Activities that SRSB/RSS offer; Coffee mornings, Curling, Creative Writing Group, Tennis, Shooting, Snooker, and many more! I’ve also attended a Look Ahead Course, and the really great Visual Impairment Awareness Course that we run, both of which really contributed to quite a lot of my learning early on.
“My role here at SRSB/RSS is to meet with clients and look at support available for them, usually in the form of Initial Assessment appointments, where someone is usually quite new to sight loss, or has had a recent decline in their vision – and we meet to talk about how their sight loss is impacting their day-to-day life, what support they already have, and what support is available to them, this includes equipment, finances and benefits, help with travel passes, blue badges, support from SRSB/RSS, and support from other services too. 
“Part of my role is also to be available at SRSB Mappin Street here and there, when I’m in the office and not out on visits, to answer questions, and issue replacement equipment to clients if you drop-in to Mappin Street. It’s been a really great first few months and I’m looking forward to continuing to work with such lovely people.” 
Meet the Team: Frank: “Hello, I’m Frank, the Operations Manager here at SRSB/RSS. My role is all about making sure the organisation runs smoothly behind the scenes so that we can deliver the best possible support to the people who rely on our services. I oversee a wide range of areas including health and safety, HR, compliance systems and processes, IT systems, facilities, and day-to-day operations across our different sites, meaning that we ensure the organisation operates safely and efficiently, while also maintaining a welcoming, inclusive and supportive environment for everyone who uses our services. 
“I’ve previously worked as an Operations Manager and Chief Operating Officer at local and global organisations and learned many a valuable lesson along the way. 
“I joined SRSB/RSS in March this year and have genuinely loved the variety and pace that the role brings. From day one, I’ve been struck by the passion, commitment and warmth of the staff team, and I’m incredibly proud to support them in the important work they do. SRSB/RSS is fortunate to have such a dedicated group of people who are deeply invested in making a positive difference for our clients, and it’s a pleasure to work alongside them.
“It has been a real privilege to attend some of the activities SRSB/RSS deliver and to see first-hand the impact this work has on people with visual impairment. These experiences have helped me deepen my understanding of visual impairment and reinforced how important it is that everything I do is aligned with SRSB/RSS’s mission, values and strategic focus. I’m committed to ensuring that the operational side of the organisation continues to enable and strengthen the excellent service we provide to our clients.
“Outside of my work, I am a passionate musician and guitarist. I’d had the good fortune to work in the music industry for nearly 12 years before I hung my boots up to explore other avenues. 
“I love nature, the outdoors and walking, and when I am not making music, you will usually find me in the Peak District with my partner and my dog, Freyja. I am also a keen film lover and reader, with a particular passion for horror, and I am currently taking on the ambitious challenge of reading everything by Stephen King. Wish me luck!”
[bookmark: _Toc211851081]Services
For any of the services featured below or any of our other services, you can call us on the numbers at the beginning of the newsletter.

[bookmark: _Toc181094691]Café Pricing Update. June 26: Over the past few months, we’ve been taking a closer look at the cost of running our cafés at both our Sheffield and Rotherham centres. Like many organisations, we’ve seen increases in the cost of ingredients, staffing, and day‑to‑day running. To help us keep the cafés going and continue offering a good quality service for everyone, we’ll be making some changes to our prices from June 2026.
We want to reassure you that our cafés will continue to be a welcoming and affordable place for all. We’ve taken care to keep everyday items, such as tea and some simple food options, at a low cost, so there’s always something accessible. It’s really important to us that everyone still feels comfortable using the café.
Some items, particularly speciality drinks and more substantial meals, will see a larger increase. These changes reflect the real cost of preparing and serving food, while still keeping our prices lower than most high street cafés. This way, we can balance keeping things affordable with making sure the café remains sustainable for the future.
We’ll continue to keep a close eye on pricing over the next year and make sure it stays fair. Your feedback really matters to us, and we’ll use it alongside our ongoing reviews to make sure we’re still providing good value, quality food and drinks, and a positive experience at both SRSB and RSS.
Thank you for your continued support; it genuinely helps us keep these spaces open for everyone to enjoy.

[bookmark: _Toc181094700][bookmark: _Toc174373233]Daily Living Skills Workshops: We kicked off our first round of Daily Living Skills Workshops in April at our Demonstration Kitchen at Rotherham Sight & Sound. Three clients with varying levels of confidence and kitchen skills came along to try out new equipment and recipes and learn some adaptations and techniques for cooking with a visual impairment.
The first day we made sandwiches and chopped vegetables for a veggie chilli. We had a special focus on safety when using knives and how specialist equipment and ready-prepared ingredients can be used alongside traditional recipes.
The second day we cooked our chillis in small individual slow cookers and used a talking thermometer to test the temperature. We also used talking scales to measure our ingredients and each client made cheese scones in an air-fryer, which we ate with our chilli at lunch time. Each client also made lemon cakes to take home at the end of the sessions.
On the third day we had a Masterclass with one of our Visually Impaired Volunteer Master-chefs. She showed us how to make a sponge cake in a traditional oven marked up with “bump-ons” tactile markings and another gadget she had invented herself to help with slicing a cake into equal portions. She also gave us lots of great tips for using contrasting colours of equipment and how to keep things tidy and organised.
Everybody had a great time and made some tasty food!
Daily Living Skills Workshops take place once a month in Rotherham. It’s a three-day course and costs £10 per client towards the costs of ingredients. There are only three places per course to ensure everybody gets the opportunity and support they need to make everything. That means we have a little bit of a waiting list at the moment. If you are interested in signing up either as a learner, or as a Master-Chef please get in touch.
One client (Sandra) told us this after the sessions “I have already bought a crockpot, lamp and talking scales. I really enjoyed it. Even for someone like me who’s always cooked there was lots to learn.”

BSL, Deaf & Hard of Hearing: Services for our clients with hearing loss continue to expand and we have Amy and Sarah S working together on these services, who are both proficient in BSL. They visit clients to assist with benefits, equipment and other queries. 

BSL Advice Sessions: Services for our clients with hearing loss continue to expand and we have Amy and Sarah S (who are both proficient in BSL) working together on these services in Rotherham and Rachael working on the DeafBlind service in Sheffield.
In addition, every Tues you can visit RSS for BSL Advice Sessions, enabling people to access a BSL Deaf advisor from Deaf Advice Team - Citizens Advice Sheffield.

Update: Recently, our staff Sarah, Amy, and Rachael visited DeafExpo in Birmingham! Sarah tells us, “It was an incredible experience, and it was truly beautiful to be in an environment where everyone was signing - it felt like stepping into a “Deaf world.”
“We gathered a wealth of valuable information on a wide range of topics, from health services to the latest technology in AI interpreting. We learned so much and can confidently say it’s a brilliant event. Because we had such a great time, we are planning to organise a client trip for next year. Stay tuned for more details on how you can join us!”

Equipment & Technology: 
[bookmark: _Toc181094721]Dates for your diaries - we have some visiting Demo Days soon.
Sarabec Demo Day (Assistive Hearing Devices): 
· Wed 15th July SRSB 10am to 3pm
· Tues 21st July RSS 10am to 3pm

Optelec Demo Days (Solutions for Low Vision and Blindness): 
· Wed 16th Sept SRSB 9:30am to 3:30pm
· Fri 18th Sept RSS 9:30am to 3:30pm

We recently held a very busy drop in for Meta Glasses with Sunglass Hut (from Meadowhall) who spoke to small groups about the glasses that are proving very popular with our clients. Their staff found the sessions very useful as they learnt lots from feedback our clients gave. We’re hoping to organise further visits from them in the future, so check on our website and activity guide.

REVIEW: User-Friendly Washing Machine for Individuals with Sight Loss: We like to hear reviews of equipment and technology that our clients recommend from their own experience and we have a section on our website dedicated to this. Here is a review sent to us by Danny who has been really pleased with a washing machine he bought, that he finds, as a person with no sight, much more user friendly than another he had which was marketed specifically for users with sight loss.  
His review discusses the Miele WWA120 WCS with an optimised fascia, and focusses on its usability for people with sight loss. The Miele model is highlighted as simpler and more accessible, using tactile markers, a rotary dial with clear physical feedback, and audible confirmations. 
Six raised markers correspond to key functions such as temperature, spin speed, and delay start, making operation straightforward. Overall, the optimised fascia significantly improves accessibility, and the review recommends ensuring it is fitted before delivery, as the Miele is notably easier to use and Danny feels it should be more widely promoted for users with sight loss. We have shared his review on our website here if you would like to find out more about his thoughts: 
www.srsb.org.uk/Client-Reviews/

[bookmark: _Toc181094723]Children & Young People: We run a two day Children & Young People (CYP) Empowering Young People Workshop, funded by Fight For Sight. The sessions are aimed at clients aged 14 to 18 and provide training, advice and support to groups of young people, empowering them with knowledge and tools for their future. The next group will be in August, please get in touch with Abbey for more info. 

Summer Holidays Activities:
· 21st June: Circus Starr visit, 4pm some free tickets available
· 29th July: Summer Social at SRSB 1:30 to 3:30pm (Ages 12-18) Featuring games including Showdown, giant Jenga, axe throwing and Braille Uno
· 30th July: Crafts at RSS  (all ages welcome) 1:30 to 3:30pm (Leave SRSB at 1pm and return at 4pm)
· 5th and 6th Aug: Beauty without Barriers. Confidence Masterclass
· 12th Aug: Summer Social at SRSB 1:30 to 3:30pm (Ages 12-18)
· 13th Aug: Shopping Trip in Sheffield with a visit to Chocolate Bar at Leah’s Yard. (Aged 12-18) Meet at SRSB at 10:30am return for 3:30pm
· 19th Aug: Summer Social at SRSB 1:30 to 3:30pm (Ages 12-18)
· 20th Aug: Treehouse Boardgame Cafe 1:30 to 3:30pm (All ages welcome)
· 26th Aug: Summer Social at SRSB 1:30 to 3:30pm (Ages 12-18)

Rotary Young Artists: We were pleased to take part in this exhibition in Sheffield. Thanks to our young clients who submitted entries and to the Rotary Club of Abbeydale who asked us to be involved again.   
If you’d like to find out about any of our Children & Young People’s services please contact Abbey at 
cyp@srsb.org.uk

Low Vision & Lighting Hub: We’ve begun working with the Low Vision Clinic in Sheffield to host regular Drop-In Sessions at SRSB. 
This will be a great opportunity for clients to meet with Low Vision staff to discuss magnification and lighting. 
It may be particularly useful for those who have already been issued a magnifier but lack confidence in using it, as well as clients who have never had a low vision assessment and would like to learn more.
There will be sessions in June. Booking is essential as you will get one-to-one advice.

Beyond the Visual: We visited the Henry Moore Institute in Leeds recently to experience the ‘Beyond the Visual’ exhibition. What a fantastic experience it was to be able to touch every exhibit. It was the UK’s first major sculpture exhibition in which blind and partially blind practitioners are central to the curatorial process and made up the majority of participating artists.
The staff were great and explained and discussed all the exhibits with us. A fantastic experience!

Mikron Theatre: We love it when it’s time for the annual visit from Mikron Theatre Company who will be visiting SRSB in Sheffield on Wednesday 1st July (12pm) to perform an accessible show for both our visually impaired clients and clients with hearing loss (and a BSL interpreter will be present) 
Wensleydale Whey: The Grate Cheese Quest
Mikron will transport you to the Yorkshire Dales, in a hilarious quest to revive a lost recipe!
The stakes are high: the ghost Monks from the Abbey are desperately seeking a living soul to resurrect their traditional Wensleydale cheese. This charming tale promises a gouda time as it immerses you in a world of ghosts, grievances, and glorious cheese.
We’ll delve into the rich history of cheese, from its humble beginnings to its place on the most sophisticated platters, featuring a cast of characters who are whey out there.
Expect a cheesy plot, a sprinkle of drama, and plenty of fromage-tastic musical numbers.
Join us for a slice of the action – it’s going to be a legen-dairy Mikron show. It’s time to Brie-lieve in the power of cheese!
Please call to book your place. 
[bookmark: _Toc211851083]Feedback
[bookmark: _Toc211851084]Our Stories: We love to share stories from our clients and we recently had two lovely messages from people after they had come to us for support and advice about equipment. Thank you to both of them for taking the time to send this feedback. We’re so pleased to read the difference our service makes: 
To SRSB: “In August last year I was diagnosed with acute central serous retinopathy in my right eye which presented as a central blind spot in my vision, difficulty reading and photophobia. I did not previously have any visual problems and this was all new and quite scary for me. Eventually I had photodynamic therapy which has helped the blind spot somewhat but I have since struggled with severe photophobia and difficulty reading/using a computer etc. Eventually I reached out to RNIB who recommended the SRSB centre in Sheffield. I spoke with a very friendly and reassuring receptionist called Fiona who put me in touch with Rob who has expert knowledge in eye shields and other equipment.
“I’m pleased to say that with the help and support I have received through RNIB and Rob and Fiona at SRSB that I am now much better able to manage and the eye shields that Rob ordered for me have helped enormously. Fiona has also organised a session with a tech specialist called Jake to help me to be able to use a computer again. I am so grateful for this service, it has been life changing and I feel much more positive and supported as a result. The people that I have met at the centre have been very professional and knowledgeable but above all that, have shown great kindness and compassion. The centre itself is a very warm and friendly environment. I used to be a confident person who would never feel anxious about new experiences but since this happened I have tended to avoid many things and so was quite anxious and nervous about attending. The staff at SRSB put me at ease right away and now I look forward to going. I want to say a massive thank you and I am so grateful that this service exists as I’m not sure where I’d be without it. “Many thanks, Sean”
Thank you: “I just wanted to say a massive thanks for your superb service. Rob’s knowledge and help whilst choosing sunglasses for my mother was second to none. I’m so grateful for his patience and help. 
“The whole experience was made easier by the staff in Sheffield. Always polite and amenable. 
“We’re super lucky to have such a wonderful service. Many thanks, Deborah”
And a recent lovely 5 star Google review: “Great place. Jake is just an incredible inspiring man. Thank you for hope.”
Cairn Home
[bookmark: _Toc103766472]We currently have 2 rooms available at Cairn Home. Our care home in Sheffield specialises in care for people with sight loss. 
There’s been lots going on at Cairn, with activities and outings. There’s a busy schedule of weekly activities such as crosswords, darts, music, exercises, dominoes etc 
SRSB/RSS’s Emotional Support Officer organises Gong Sound Therapy sessions. 
One of SRSB/RSS’s Trustees performed with his band which went down really well and he’s returning to do his motivational speech soon. 
Our residents also have the opportunity for a weekly visit to SRSB’s Coffee Morning, they attend a Lunch Club at Fulwood Church, visit local pub and much more.  
We’re taking part in the Crosspool Open Garden event on 27th June from 10am to 4pm - so come along to join us for tea and a scone.
If you’d like to find out more about Cairn Home or arrange a visit to look around, please get in touch: 
0114 266 1536 
cairn@srsb.org.uk
[bookmark: _Toc174373234][bookmark: _Toc211851085]Awareness
[bookmark: _Toc136354409][bookmark: _Toc174373235][bookmark: _Toc103766474][bookmark: _Toc211851086][bookmark: _Toc103766475][bookmark: _Toc174373237]If you’re interested in finding out about research, consultations and feedback groups please let us know at marketing@srsb.org.uk You could help make a difference to changes in public spaces, organisations and venues by sharing your lived experience, ultimately helping to improve everyone’s experience.
Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind Accessible Voting Workshop and Device Demonstration Day for Blind & Partially Sighted Residents: We recently held an accessible voting workshop in conjunction with the Sheffield Returning Officer and RNIB with several SRSB clients and staff giving feedback on their experiences of voting. 
We heard how 73% of people don’t know about asking for reasonable adjustments at polling stations. 
A phone line was available to call and a Reasonable Adjustments option allowed you to speak to someone about the range of assistance available, and if an audio device would help, then arrangements were made by appointment. 
We also heard from several of our VI clients who use postal voting, which led to a discussion about the privacy of voting in this way, which then led to us arranging a drop in day at SRSB to support people with completing their postal vote. The Returning Officer had staff on site with a McGonagle Reader for our clients to use, enabling them to vote independently and privately. They were able to post their postal vote back or complete a request for the Returning Officer staff to take it with them.
We had several people in that day either to do a postal vote or just find out more about the equipment available at polling stations.
We wanted to offer this drop in to firstly make people aware of the adjustments that are available, but also to see if this is something we could hold again for other elections. 
The Film I’ll Never See: This event at the Showroom Cinema in Sheffield in April was a very special evening. We welcomed The Blind Poet Dave Steele (who the documentary was about) and he took part in a Q&A after the film. 
It’s a powerful and very honest film about change and acceptance, that had many touching moments, however it had a strongly positive message too. Dave’s family feature in the film too and meeting his wife Amy, and son Austin was also a pleasure. 
Our audience that night contained several of our clients and their families/friends, and the atmosphere in the room was one of understanding and support. The questions were considered and interesting, and it was great to see the positive impact it had on people, which we hope was also good for Dave to experience in person. We even had time to hear some of his poetry.
Dave, Amy and Austin also visited our Centre during the day prior to the event and met some of our clients and had a go at Showdown too!
Snooker: Did you catch some of our clients on the BBC during the Snooker in Sheffield? There was a feature about the Stephen Harrison Snooker Academy that several of our clients attend. It was a fantastic piece - well done everyone! 
Volunteering
If you or someone you know is interested in volunteering please view our roles online:
www.srsb.org.uk/Jobs-and-Volunteering/Volunteer-Opportunities/ or call Andrea on:
0114 272 2757 or email:
volunteers@srsb.org.uk

We give full Visual Impairment Awareness training and induction.
On behalf of all our clients and staff we’d like to say a big thank you to all our volunteers for their help and support in all areas of SRSB/RSS. 

Volunteer Appreciation Party: As always, we’ll be holding our annual Summer Party during Volunteer Week to thank all of our wonderful volunteers for their continued support. If you are one of our current volunteers you should have had an invitation already for Tuesday 2nd June at SRSB. We’re looking forward to making a fuss of you all!
[bookmark: _Toc211851087]Fundraising
Our Fundraising Events are open to anyone to join. You can book online at www.srsb.org.uk/fundraising-events.aspx call Steve or Steph on: 0114 272 2757 or email: fundraising@srsb.org.uk

The events we hold are a critical source of income for our local independent charity and help us to provide our services now and into the future in Sheffield and Rotherham. 
In recent years, the fundraising climate has been particularly challenging, so any help you provide is very much appreciated. 

Here are some dates for your diaries, more coming soon:

· Pub Quiz: Thurs 11th June 7:30pm 2026. The Old Queen’s Head Sheffield. £5 per person

· Client Free Will Week: 22nd to 26th June 2026

· Sheffield Round Walk for SRSB: Sunday 12th July 10 to 11am The Waggon & Horses, Millhouses. £10 entry 17 mile walk
· Charity Golf Day: Friday 18th Sept 9am 2026. Sitwell Golf Club, Rotherham

· ABBA Tribute, Beighton Recreation Welfare: Sat 19th Sept 2026. 7pm. £10 per person

· Pub Quiz: Thurs 24th Sept. 7:30pm 2026. The Old Queen’s Head Sheffield. £5 per person

· Sheffield 10K: Sunday 27th September 2026. Sheffield Centre

· DJ & Quiz Evening SYVITC/SRSB: Thurs 2nd October 2026

· Blind Drive: Thursday 15th October 2026 details TBC

· Yorkshire Marathon Relay: Sunday 18th October, York University

· Pub Quiz: Thurs 3rd December 7:30pm 2026. The Old Queen’s Head Sheffield. £5 per person

· Skydives and Wing Walks: Any time to suit.

What other future challenge events do you want? Let us know and we’ll see what we can organise for you.

CAO Appeal: Last year, we shared our need to raise an additional £200,000 to sustain vital sight loss services. While we’ve received some support, further funding is still needed to address this gap. A key focus has been our Community Advice Officers, who provide a comprehensive advice service often acting as the first point of contact following diagnosis. At this critical time, they help our clients understand their entitlements, access the right support, and navigate both practical and emotional challenges. This support continues throughout each person’s sight loss journey, adapting to their changing needs. As a local independent charity, we rely on donations to maintain and develop our services across Sheffield and Rotherham, ensuring we remain here for everyone who needs us now and in the future.
If you’ve benefitted from CAO support and/or appreciate the impact for others, please help by donating, which you can do by cheque, over the phone, online, or by visiting our Just Giving Appeal page: www.justgiving.com/campaign/srsbrsscaoappeal2025-26

Summer Raffle: It’s that time of year again and we’ve got lots of lovely prizes to be won! The first prize is £250 and a further 20 fantastic prizes, including luxury food and beauty hampers. 
Tickets are enclosed if you’ve requested some. If you can sell them, please put the money and the ticket counterfoils in the FREEPOST envelope and send back to SRSB/RSS by no later than Fri 10th July 2026 (to be drawn on Wed 15th July 2026). Cheques should be made payable to “SRSB”. 
Raffle tickets received after the deadline will be treated as donations.  
If you or your family can sell extra tickets please let us know.  
We realise selling tickets is not for everyone, so don’t worry, but please DO NOT return the tickets to us as we do have to pay postage for the freepost envelope if you use it.  
If you prefer to pay for the raffle tickets by debit /credit please call us and we can take your payment and enter tickets into the draw for you.  
Thank you if you can help us to save costs by putting a postage stamp on the envelope but please ensure that you cross out the first line of the address on the envelope which starts “Freepost Plus” and the barcode immediately above it. We will be charged otherwise. 
Please ensure that anyone buying a raffle tickets is aged 16 or over. 
If you’d prefer not to receive raffle tickets in future, then please just give us a call.

Client Free Will Week & Regular Giving: Providing either a regular gift or remembering us in your will helps us plan our work and develop new services. 
Regular Gifts: to make a repeat donation to SRSB/RSS then why not complete a standing order? 
Gifts in Wills: our panel of three local solicitors (Best, Graysons and Norrie, Waite & Slater) help in various ways - Client Free Will Week (22nd to 26th June) During the week we offer clients the opportunity to have a basic single or double Will written where we cover the costs. You must cover any additional costs such as Power of Attorney or Deed of Trust, which you would negotiate separately with the solicitors. If you can provide a donation and/or leave a pledge in your will thank you, although there’s no obligation to.
The solicitors also provide support through discounted wills to clients and supporters all year round and waive their fees for a donation to SRSB/RSS during Will Month in Oct. For further information, a leaflet and/or guide please contact Steve or email giftinwills@srsb.org.uk

SRSB/RSS 1860 Business Network  
We’ve developed a new network to ask local businesses, companies, pubs and other organisations for support. We’re hoping that you, your family or friends can share contacts you have from now or in the past. We’re not asking you to make an ask, just help open some doors for us. If you can make an introduction for us even better. If you can help please get in touch.

Race Runners needed & Running/Fitness Club members: We still need VI runners for the Yorkshire Marathon Relay on Sunday 18th October, starting at York University. We are entering a team of six VI runners and six guides. There are six legs to the race ranging from three to six miles. Transport will be provided from and back to Mappin Street.
To help with the training, we’re starting a new club which will take place either at Herringthorpe, Rotherham or Hillsborough Park, Sheffield between 11am and 1pm on Thursdays. The club will have a Bootcamp and also running. You can take part in one or both. So if you fancy running and/or getting a bit fitter, why not give us a call?

Community Matters: Many thanks to the following community groups for their support: The Women’s Institute Ecclesall Road continue to support us as their charity of the year. They recently donated £565 and also held a plant and cake sale in May.
A group of 58 staff from The Ophthalmology Team at the Hallamshire and Children’s Hospitals completed the 25 mile long Yorkshire 3 Peaks challenge and raised over £8,000 for SRSB, a fantastic result on both fronts!
Wickersley Old Village Cricket Club donated a fabulous £600 to RSS. 

Sheffield Round Walk: Join us for a sponsored 17 mile circular walk starting and finishing at the Waggon & Horses pub at Millhouses. The route includes the Sheffield Round Walk, a 15 mile loop from the urban to the rural at the southwestern edges of the city, taking in leafy parkland, woodland streams, and pretty suburbs. Raise what you can in sponsorship, but anyone achieving £100 or more will receive a free drink when they finish. 
Sunday 12th July. Registration is between 10am and 11am at the Waggon & Horses pub at Millhouses, S7 2QQ. The 17 mile walk takes 6 to 7 hours to complete and the entry fee is £10. We can source a guide if you need one.

Pizza & Prosecco anyone? Our Summer Social on Friday 10th July will be a little different. We’re offering pizzas and prosecco (or an alternative), music and entertainment. Tickets cost £12 each each. Booking is essential.

Henderson’s Relish: If you’d like to purchase one of our special limited edition bottles of Henderson’s Relish, please hurry! You’ll be helping us raise funds and awareness, and of course, have the amazing Hendos to splash on your food! Bottles are priced at £3.50 each, or 3 for £10. Available at our Centres in Sheffield and Rotherham.

Please contact us about ANY of the above via:
Tel: 0114 272 2757 email: fundraising@srsb.org.uk

And Finally... Help us save costs! Can you help by opting to receive this newsletter by email or memory stick? If so, please email marketing@srsb.org.uk from the email address you’d like us to send it to and add your name so that we know who you are. We’ll save your email and add it to the mailing list. Thank you!
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