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[bookmark: _Toc103766467][bookmark: _Toc174373230][bookmark: _Toc211851080]Introduction 
[bookmark: _Toc103766468][bookmark: _Toc136354403]We hope you enjoy reading this, the Winter 2025/26 edition of our Client Newsletter. You will be receiving this at the beginning of November just as we’re all starting to feel a bit more festive! Please have a good read through the newsletter to find out about some of the upcoming festive activities and groups as well as lots of other news and updates.
Also included, will be your raffle tickets, unless you have requested not to receive them. Our Christmas Raffle not only gives you the chance to win one of the fabulous prizes, but also raises funds for our charity. So we appreciate your support by purchasing them, thank you. 
Some of our readers may be new clients (welcome!) and some of you will have been our clients for years, so we hope you find this newsletter informative. We always try to combine a mixture of latest news, stories about our services and feedback from our clients. 
Then we have a section about our care home in Sheffield and another about our fundraising activities. Raising awareness is also a big part of our charity, not only within our local communities in terms of signposting to us, but also in raising awareness of sight and/or hearing loss. This can be visual impairment awareness training or hearing loss training, focus groups and feedback on a variety of subjects and projects.  
Part of raising awareness is around people being aware that we are an independent Sheffield and Rotherham charity, and the first articles below discusses this, so please take a moment to read. 
On the subject of raising awareness, we’re delighted to tell you that we’ve been able to acknowledge our 165th anniversary with another Sheffield institution, Henderson’s Relish, with a limited edition Hendo’s label! More on this below, but we’re awaiting delivery as we write this newsletter! 
On behalf of everyone at SRSB/RSS and Cairn, we want to wish you all a merry Christmas and a very happy, healthy, peaceful new year.
We’re looking forward to celebrating Christmas week with those of you who will be joining us for Christmas lunches from 15th to 19th Dec, and at our Christmas Social Evening. We also can’t wait to thank our fabulous volunteers for all their support at the Volunteer Party.

Joanne Ardern 
[bookmark: _Toc103766470]CEO of SRSB, RSS and Cairn

How to Access What’s On at SRSB and RSS:
We have so much happening it can be hard to keep up! However, there are lots of ways to find out:
· Online via our website Client Events page (events are listed in date order): www.srsb.org.uk/client-events.aspx 
· Our Service Leaflets explain the specific details of services offered by SRSB, RSS and Cairn and are available in printed or digital format
· Quarterly large print activities list or email version (events listed by activity or group)
· Mailing lists for specific interests eg Culture Club, Children & Young People, etc
· Large print notice boards in the Cafes at SRSB with ‘What’s On this Week’ with a QR code to link you to the list online
· Contact us by phone 0114 272 2757 or 01709 722 420
· Email us at info@srsb.org.uk 

Most of our Client groups, activities and events are available to our clients with both sight and/or hearing loss unless specified. Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind (SRSB) and Rotherham Sight & Sound (RSS) clients and Cairn residents are welcome to access services in both Sheffield and Rotherham. 

[bookmark: _Toc174373232][bookmark: _Toc103766471]Our Charity: There are so many necessary charities doing incredible work (both locally and nationally) that it can sometimes be confusing. For example, we often get mixed up with national charities and we’d like to clarify that SRSB is an independent, self funded, local charity supporting people with sight loss in Sheffield (we’re 165 years old this year!). We’re not financially or organisationally connected to a national charity. Neither is our division in Rotherham, RSS, (which was opened in 2017), where we support people with sight and/or hearing loss. RSS is currently part-funded by Rotherham Council who wanted us to replicate our Sheffield services in Rotherham. This funding does not cover all our costs, nor can we rely on it in the long term, even though we provide an excellent service for them. As you will be aware cut backs are a constant concern. We have to build a fundraising income stream in Rotherham too, to cover the current shortfall and to ensure our sustainability in the future. To that end we are continuing to build a supporter network.
Cairn Home, our care home in Sheffield specialises in care for elderly people with sight loss. This branch of our services is run as a care home, but is not run to make a huge profit.
Because we’re an independent charity we’re able to provide a personal service that isn’t constrained by strict targets. However, the demand for our services has increased and referrals can include additional complexities in today’s climate, taking more time and resulting in a strain on resources.
A lot of hard work goes on behind the scenes so that we can make sure we’ll be here for those who need us, now and in the future. This includes fundraising, planning, organising, communication, administration, networking and much more, and our small team manages to deliver a wide range of services.
Why are we telling you this? Because we need your support and understanding. We make a small charge for a few of our groups and activities, but these sessions are usually heavily subsidised by us or sometimes paid for by short term grants. However, many of our services are free and are provided by our dedicated teams who go above and beyond to support our clients. We’d like to thank our clients and their families/friends and colleagues who remember this by making donations, attending fundraising events, taking on challenges to raise sponsorship, helping us make connections with organisations, volunteering their time, right through to those who remember us in their will.
Everything you (and external supporters) do to support us helps us to keep on offering our incredible range of services and to continue to do so into the future.
We help people to adapt and thrive after sight and/or hearing loss, but it can be a challenging journey for our clients, and we help with benefits, emotional support, confidence building groups and activities so that they can reshape their future.
Doorstep Fundraising: 
We would like to clarify that we NEVER do cold calling fundraising by knocking on peoples’ doors. We are a local independent charity in Sheffield and Rotherham and sometimes people think we are part of a national charity, but we’re not.
Periodically we receive telephone calls about this method of fundraising, as people think that it is us. Sometimes these house calls can be quite late in the evening. 
If you are concerned about this, we can suggest that the national charity RNIB has a section on their website that explains where they will be fundraising (by area and postcode) on which days. Here is a link to the information so that you can check: https://www.rnib.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/do-your-own-fundraising/face-to-face-fundraising/ 
Staff Updates: Liz Gurler who has worked at SRSB/RSS for many years has now moved to the position of Manager at Cairn Home (our residential care home in Sheffield). We’re sad to see her go but she will still be involved, so we’re not losing her altogether. More about this in the Cairn Home section.
Meet the Team: Ann: “Hi, I’m Ann and I’ve been working as a Cleaner at SRSB for 15 years and along with my colleague Dave, we’re responsible for keeping the Centre spick and span ready for our clients, staff and visitors! I take great pride in the standard of cleaning that we provide. I also work as a Cleaner at another organisation too.
“My husband was visually impaired and I love to meet other clients at SRSB. We help make cups of tea sometimes when people are in the Centre early, waiting to go on trips, and stay to chat for a bit. 
“I was at SRSB during Covid times when cleanliness was even more of a priority. The management are very approachable and it’s a great team.
I have two dogs myself, so of course I also love the guide dogs. You may not know but there is an indoor guide dog toilet in the Centre - which of course we have to keep to their high standards of cleanliness! We have an office guide dog (DJ) who belongs to one of our staff and we joke that he is our supervisor, as he comes in each morning and has a good look around everywhere to check what we have done!”  
Meet the Team: Abbey: “Hi, I’m Abbey, I joined SRSB/RSS in August this year as the Children and Families Support Officer. 
“I have over 15 years of experience working with children and families and I’ve really enjoyed bringing that experience into my role here. It’s been a pleasure getting to know the amazing staff, volunteers and clients at SRSB/RSS.
“In my role, I respond to referrals from a range of sources and carry out assessments of child and family support needs, both at first contact and throughout different stages of a child’s development. I’m also here to support families with grant applications, provide benefits advice and signpost to other relevant organisations when needed.
“With a background in teaching, I’m particularly passionate about facilitating workshops for our young clients. I’m especially excited for our new series of workshops, Empowering Young People, which will be launching in October. I’m passionate and committed to providing this opportunity for clients to build confidence, gain practical knowledge and connect with others who have similar lived experiences.  “I also love planning events and am looking forward to organising more activity days that offer new and enriching experiences for our younger clients. Watch this space!”
Relish the Thought!
On 17th September 2025 Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind was 165 years old! We’ve been supporting people with sight loss in Sheffield as an independent local charity since 1860.
This year we’re delighted that we’re able to acknowledge this with another Sheffield institution, Hendersons Relish, who are 140 years old this year! 
Also, the Sheffield Visually Impaired Walking Group is 25 years old in 2025! SVIWG offers visually impaired people (VIP’s) the opportunity to go walking regularly, assisted by trained volunteer guides. 
All of these connections brought about a discussion of raising awareness of visual impairments and we’ve now got a limited edition Hendo’s bottle! 
If you’d like to purchase one of these bottles of Hendersons Relish, please hurry! You’ll be helping us raise funds and awareness, and of course, have the amazing Hendo’s to splash on your food!      
Bottles are priced at £3.50 each, or 3 for £10 and you can purchase them from:
· SRSB in Sheffield on Mappin St
· RSS in Rotherham on Ship Hill 
· Cairn Home in Crosspool Sheffield
· The Blue Ball at Worrall, Sheffield
· Buy one from stalls at our Fundraising events
· You could win a bottle in our Christmas Raffle (drawn on 17th December) Tickets will be sent with our Client and Supporter Newsletters if you have requested them, or purchased from our Centres and the other locations mentioned on this list
· Win one for each of your team members at our Pub Quiz at the Old Queens Head in Sheffield or in the raffle on the night

Pie & Pea Launch at SRSB:
We’re going to celebrate the launch of the Hendo’s bottles on 13th Nov at our Centre in Sheffield. 
For just £10 you will be treated to Pie & Peas (with a splash of Hendo’s of course!) including a bottle of Hendersons Relish with our limited edition SRSB labels. Or £7 for just Pie & Peas.
If you’d like to attend, you can book a slot at either 11:30am, 12:30pm or 1:30pm. Booking is essential so don’t delay, this is expected to be very popular and spaces are limited.
[bookmark: _Toc211851081]Services
For any of the services featured below or any of our other services, you can call us on the numbers at the beginning of the newsletter.

Christmas Events: Festive fun is just around the corner and we’ve got lots going on!
All our events are listed in the Activity Guide and on our website, but here’s a quick rundown of the festive events - ALL require booking:
· Christmas Lunches: Mon 15th to Fri 19th Dec 12pm to 2pm £10.
· Christmas Social Evening: Fri 5th Dec 7pm to 10pm £10
· Christmas Crackers: Wellness session focusing on the lighter side of sensory loss. Free
· Children’s Christmas Party: Sat 6th Dec Monkey Bizness Sheffield, 6:15pm to 8:15pm. Free
· Christmas Pub Lunch: Thurs 3rd Dec Blue Ball Worrrall. £11
· Charles Bonnet Syndrome Support Group Christmas Lunch: Tues 11th Nov 12pm Crosspool Tavern. £11
· Stroke & Head Injury Support Group Pub Lunch: Blue Ball Tues 25th Nov 12pm to 2pm. £11

As always we’re closed over the Christmas break to give our staff a well deserved rest and time to recharge ready for the new year! 
We will be closed on Wed 24th Dec 2025 and will reopen 
on Fri 2nd Jan 2026. Activities will resume Mon 5th Jan 2026.

SWFC Visit to SRSB:
[bookmark: _Toc181094691]We were delighted to hear that SWFC would like to include our charity in their Blue & White Christmas visits. This is where different groups of players head to lots of different charities around Sheffield. They come and chat to clients and we always come up with a way for them to engage and learn a bit about sight loss and how we support our clients while they are here. We have provisionally booked a date of Friday 12th December, so if you’re a football fan and would like to come along, please contact us to let us know and we’ll give you more details nearer the time.

[bookmark: _Toc174373233][bookmark: _Toc181094700]Welfare Rights Updates: Each newsletter, we like to highlight welfare rights issues that may be of significance to our clients. Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any concerns related to welfare benefits.
Many people are receiving their invitations through to change over from ESA to Universal Credit. Please let us know if you would like support to make this application as it can feel quite overwhelming and a little scary. We can advise you around the best date to claim and hopefully answer any questions, as well as practical assistance with making the claim.
If you have a child approaching, or who has already reached, 16, they may be entitled to Universal Credit if they are in receipt of either DLA or PIP and in full-time education. The rules are complex, but please contact us for a chat in case your young person may qualify.

Additionally, we’d like to remind everyone that the Hub is available for advice and information at SRSB, Mon to Fri from 9 am to 1 pm. At RSS there’s always someone available Mon to Fri to answer questions visitors may have.

BSL, Deaf & Hard of Hearing: Services for our clients with hearing loss continue to expand and we now have Amy and Sarah S working together on these services, who are both proficient in BSL. They visit clients to assist with benefits, equipment and other queries. Many of our clients with hearing loss attend different activities (if you would like to receive the quarterly Activity Guide please let us know).
Sam a BSL Deaf advisor from Deaf Advice Team - Citizens Advice Sheffield is at RSS each Tuesday. 

As an example of how Amy and Sarah can help our clients, we recently received some feedback to thank Amy for helping to set up the right setting program on a client’s Bluetooth hearing aids and set up a TV loop, saying “After Amy’s visit I could hear my TV and conversations clearly.”

RSS offers a Hearing Aid Repair Service from 9am to 4pm Mon to Fri.
· We can help with:
· Replacement tubing
· New domes
· Batteries
· Help and advice
Appointments not necessary, although best to avoid lunchtime, however it is helpful to call first to check that a member of staff is available.

DeafBlind Group at SRSB: 
Our DeafBlind Group has been running for many years at SRSB, however numbers have dwindled in recent years and we’ve taken a step back to review how best to adapt this service going forward.
From January 2026, we will move to holding the meetings once a month. We’re also exploring ways to evolve the monthly session into a more informal HI (hearing impairment) drop-in, possibly incorporating elements like a coffee morning and advice/support opportunities.
We’ll share more details once everything is finalised.

Equipment & Technology: 
We’ve had several Demo Days with external organisations in 2025 and plan to do more in 2026, so keep checking the Activity Guide or the website. These events are a chance to come in to the Centres and try their latest products. We’ve had Optelec, HumanWare and Sarabec at both SRSB and RSS and hope to organise an information day in 2026 with different products and equipment to try out.

App Information: Rob highlights a new app for your Apple iOS mobile phone: “It’s similar to Seeing AI, in that it will read text that the camera can see. It’s called Live Read.
So you might say why should I have Live Read instead of Seeing AI? Well this is a very simple little app, When you launch it, it reads any text it is pointed at and it will read it out aloud. But there are two other features that this has that Seeing AI does not have - if you swipe from left to right it will move forwards in the spoken text, and if you swipe right to left it will move backwards in the spoken text, the only other action you can do is tap the screen and it will then start looking for more text to read.
“When looking at the screen towards the top right there is a large settings button, this allows you to select a voice to use for the spoken text and also the speed of the voice, there are only three speed settings slow medium and normal, For some of our clients the normal speed will appear to be very slow compared to what they are used to.
“So why would you use something like this over Seeing AI? Well this is a one trick pony, all it does is read text, it is very quick to start up and you have the option to carefully move forwards and backwards in the spoken text and that is it. On the other hand Seeing AI can read text describe pictures, describe scenes in front of you and a few other things, all of which require a learning curve to get the most out of it.
“Apparently the programmer is thinking of porting this to Android but there is no time scale on that. If we hear of anything we’ll let you know.”

Tech Drop-In Days: We continue hosting monthly tech drop-ins at both SRSB and RSS between 10am and 1:30pm on Mondays. Each month you’ll be able to come along to discuss different equipment and technology designed for people with sight loss. Please check the website or Activity Guides for dates, or you can telephone our offices to check when the next one is.
[bookmark: _Toc181094721]There are so many tech and equipment solutions to assist people with sight and/or hearing loss, so being able to share information about them with the Tech and Equipment team, or other clients, often really helps.    

[bookmark: _Toc181094723]Children & Young People: Abbey (who is featured in the staff profiles at the beginning of this newsletter) is our new Children & Families Support Officer. She’s been busy meeting our younger clients and their families, supporting with benefits, signposting as appropriate and planning and facilitating activities and groups. 
In October we ran a two day Children & Young People (CYP)Empowering Young People session at our SRSB Sheffield Centre and we plan to hold other sessions in the new year if you would like to attend. These sessions are aimed at clients aged 14 to 18 and will provide training, advice and support to groups of young people, to empower them with the knowledge and tools that they need. The group is similar to the Look Ahead sessions that we run for older adults but with a focus on the particular requirements of young people.  

As we mentioned earlier in this newsletter our Children’s Christmas Party will be on Sat 6th Dec Monkey Bizness Sheffield, 6:15pm to 8:15pm. This is free for our young clients. Booking essential.

If you’d like to find out about any of our Children & Young People’s services please contact Abbey at cyp@srsb.org.uk

Low Vision Clinic: We’ve booked a Low Vision Clinic Drop-In Session at SRSB on 20th November from 9am to 11:30am.
This will be a great opportunity for clients to meet with Low Vision staff to discuss magnification. 
It may be particularly useful for those who have already been issued a magnifier but lack confidence in using it, as well as clients who have never had a low vision assessment and would like to learn more.
Please contact us to find out more details and to register interest.
Co-op ‘Tax, Care and Toy Boys’ Estate Planning Talk: We’ve arranged 2 sessions for March 2026. 11th March at SRSB and 20th March at RSS. Both will take place after the Coffee Mornings.
At the Coop Estate Planning Team, their focus is on access to legal information and guidance, breaking down the barriers presented by traditional law firms. The law can be a scary subject, but as part of their community plan, they’re able to provide a small number of talks to groups, providing insight to some important legal issues many of us will have to face as we get older. Crucially, they provide this insight in a light-hearted and jargon-free manner, with past audiences commenting just how enjoyable and informative their talk was.
They will deliver an entertaining and educational 45 minute talk from an estate planning expert. Including a Q&A too, signposting where you can go to get further guidance should you need it.   
Support Groups: Did you know that we offer a range of support groups to support our clients around specific requirements?
Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP) Group: supporting those with RP which affects peripheral vision 
Charles Bonnet Syndrome (CBS) Support Group: supporting people who experience visions connected to sight loss
Stroke/Head Injury Support Group: for people who have lost sight through stroke or head injury
Seeing Changes Family and Carers’ Support Group: supporting those who are supporting our clients
Our Wellbeing Services also offer Peer Support Groups: These groups aim to put people in touch with others with similar interests
NEW Activities: We’ve added Ball Blast to our list of activities for 4 weeks as taster sessions which began on Tues 28th Oct. This has been funded by the Abbeydale Rotary Club and is being held at Abbeydale Sports Club. Here is a description from the Abbeydale Sports Club website: Ball Blast can be described as a super console which projects moving images on the huge wall, where interactive games react to balls being thrown, hit or kicked at the targets, designed for endless fun and excitement. Let us know if you’re interested.
A new Creative Writing Group similar to the group in Sheffield which began at RSS in Rotherham on 21st Oct and will be every Tuesday from 1pm to 2:30pm. 
Our ethos is to increase our client’s confidence and empower them while also working with our community to improve accessibility. Our groups and activities encapsulate that. Lots of local organisations are offering accessible sessions and our aim is to make our clients aware of them and enable them to give them a try and get involved.
Seable Holidays for Blind & Partially Sighted Accessible Tailored and Group Holidays for the Visually Impaired Community: In the new year when your thoughts turn to where you are going on holiday in 2026, we’re planning to hold a Q&A session with Seable on 21st Jan from 12pm to 1pm. This will be online and we’ll set up the large TV and hold the session after the Wednesday Coffee Morning so that you can participate with a group. Or you could join from home. Please contact us to book your place. Take part and be inspired by the holidays on offer and ask the questions you want to know about how it works.
Seable Holidays is a UK-based social enterprise offering tailored and group holidays for the visually impaired community. They also collaborate with local and national charities, non-profit organisations, and schools to create stress-free experiences. With their Seable-trained local sighted guides, who support travellers throughout the entire holiday, their trips focus on sensory-rich activities that build independence, confidence, and connection. From city breaks to grand adventures, Seable ensures every journey is inclusive, engaging, and memorable, providing lasting experiences in a safe, supportive environment. For more details, visit: www.seable.co.uk
[bookmark: _Toc211851083]Feedback
Our Stories: Bilaal Ali is one of SRSB’s clients, and a proud trustee for BBS UK. On 28th September, he had the incredible opportunity to take part in the Vitality London 10K, running alongside his guide to raise awareness and funds for BBS UK.
He explains “Living with Bardet-Biedl Syndrome (BBS), this challenge meant so much more than just crossing a finish line; it was about running for purpose, pushing my limits, and inspiring others to take on challenges of their own.
“I’m currently studying Accounting and Finance at Sheffield Hallam University, and I’m set to graduate in 2026. Alongside my studies, I enjoy keeping active through blind football, blind tennis, going to the gym, swimming, and trips to the cinema. I absolutely love playing blind tennis. It’s an amazing sport filled with incredible players, dedicated coaches, and volunteers who make it all possible. I’m especially grateful to David and Janiece from South Yorkshire Visually Impaired Tennis Club for their support and encouragement.
“Training for the run was a journey of sabr, which means patience. I trained with Sabr and Stride, and through every step, I was reminded of how lucky I am to have such amazing peers and support around me; from my holistic social care team to friends who constantly motivate me to keep going.
“Finishing the race in 2 hours and 10 minutes was a moment I’ll never forget. From time to time, I’ve lost my sight, but never my vision. I’ve truly embraced my blindness; it’s my superpower, not my weakness. With no pain, there’s no gain, and I’m so grateful for the chance to take on this challenge, tick it off my bucket list, and show that nothing is impossible when you believe in yourself and never give up.”
Well done Bilaal from SRSB/RSS
[bookmark: _Toc211851084]Cairn Home
[bookmark: _Toc103766472]We’re still working hard on general improvements at Cairn Home with the continued upgrades of the en-suite bathrooms. We’ve now made improvements to office space too.
Liz Gurler (who has worked at Cairn Home previously, and then spent many years at SRSB/RSS as a Community Advice Officer, then Operations Manager) is officially stepping into the Home Manager role from October and will bring lots of experience. 
Adam Bradley is now Deputy Manager. He’s moved up from Care Assistant to Team Leader while completing his nurse training and will make a great addition to the Cairn management team.
We’ve got lots of festive things planned for our residents and are looking forward to sharing the Christmas period with them.
If you’d like to find out more about Cairn, please get in touch: 
0114 266 1536 cairn@srsb.org.uk

[bookmark: _Toc174373234][bookmark: _Toc211851085]Awareness
[bookmark: _Toc136354409][bookmark: _Toc174373235][bookmark: _Toc103766474]If you’re interested in finding out about research, consultations and feedback groups please let us know at marketing@srsb.org.uk You could help make a difference to changes in public spaces, organisations and venues by sharing your lived experience, ultimately helping to improve everyone’s experience.
Henry Moore Exhibition: 
We’re planning a small group trip to Leeds in the new year to experience an exhibition at the Henry Moore Institute (please get in touch in the new year if you are interested, when we will have more information). However, the exhibition runs from 28th November 2025 to 19th April 2026 should you wish to visit independently at a time to suit you. 
Beyond the Visual is the UK’s first major sculpture exhibition where blind and partially blind practitioners are central to the curatorial process and make up the majority of exhibitors. All of the artworks are designed to be experienced through multiple senses, not solely through sight, and of the more than 30 artworks in the exhibition, 25 are made by blind and partially blind artists. As the exhibition demonstrates, sight loss is no barrier to creating exciting, provocative and internationally significant art.
The exhibition is the culmination of a ground-breaking 3-year research partnership between University of the Arts London, Henry Moore Institute and Shape Arts. A year-long consultation period involving blind and partially blind artists, academics and gallery visitors has driven innovative approaches to exhibition design, creative and collaborative methods of producing audio resources and new ways of exploring sensory engagement in museums and galleries. Incorporating touch, sound, smell and movement in playful and often thought-provoking artworks, the exhibition challenges the dominance of sight in the making and appreciation of art and encourages visitors to experience art in ways that go far beyond the visual.
The exhibition opening will be on 27th Nov 2025 with two sessions from 1pm to 4pm and 5pm to 8pm
If anyone is able to attend this independently the gallery has offered places to clients of RSS or SRSB. Just let us know if you want to attend and we will let the gallery know.
They’re also running a Collaborative Audio Description Day on Mon 1st Dec to generate the audio descriptions for the exhibition. There will be small groups (sighted and non-sighted participants) going round the exhibition, recording their thoughts and experiences, which will then be used to generate the audio description. The day runs from 10am to 4pm and people can drop in and out. There’s no fee, it’s strictly voluntary this time and they’d really love to have some of RSS and SRSB clients involved if anyone is interested and can make that date independently.
[bookmark: _Toc103766475][bookmark: _Toc174373237]History Archive: We were recently passed a certificate to add to our archives and it details the First Class Certificate of Proficiency in the Cane and Wicker Furniture Class presented to Avery Edwin Dawson in 1922. His relative has also told us a bit of background information about him being a foreman at the old workshops at Sharrow Lane. 
[bookmark: _Toc211851086]Volunteering
If you or someone you know is interested in volunteering please view our roles online:
www.srsb.org.uk/Jobs-and-Volunteering/Volunteer-Opportunities/ or call Andrea on: 0114 272 2757 or email:
volunteers@srsb.org.uk
We give full Visual Impairment Awareness training and induction.
On behalf of all our clients and staff we’d like to say a big thank you to all our volunteers for their help and support in all areas of SRSB/RSS. 

Volunteer Christmas Party: Our thanks to all our volunteers at SRSB/RSS.
As always, we’re holding our festive Volunteer Party to say a BIG thank you to all of our lovely volunteers who support us in so many different ways, from fundraising collections and events, to coffee mornings, groups and activities, as well as office work and sharing experiences about their sight/hearing loss journeys at training groups. Everything you do enables us to provide the incredible range of services for our clients. Thank you from Andrea and all of the team.
The party will be on: 9th Dec 1pm to 3pm. Your invitations will be sent to you. Please let Andrea know if you can attend. 

[bookmark: _Toc211851087]Fundraising
Our Fundraising Events are open to anyone to join. You can book online at www.srsb.org.uk/fundraising-events.aspx call Steve or Steph on:
0114 272 2757 or email:
fundraising@srsb.org.uk

CAO Appeal Launch: In 2025 we shared that we need to raise an extra £200,000 to help fund vital sight loss services. We have had some support for this but still need more donations to help us address this deficit. We’ve focused on how our team of Community Advice Officers support our clients with a comprehensive advice service. This service is usually the first contact with our charity, when people have just been diagnosed and are trying to come to terms with how their life has changed. Our team ensures they are aware of all the support they’re entitled to, and signpost to our extensive services (and other services as appropriate) to make sure everything is in place practically and emotionally. This service then continues throughout our clients’ sight loss journey as we’re there to help at different points. We’re a local independent charity and need to raise funds to help us continue our work in Sheffield and Rotherham and to ensure we will be there for people who need us in the future.
If you’re reading this and would like to help, you can visit our Just Giving Appeal page: www.justgiving.com/campaign/srsbrsscaoappeal2025-26 call Steve at 0114 272 2757 or email fundraising@srsb.org.uk

Christmas Raffle: It’s that time of year again and we’ve got lots of lovely prizes to be won! The first prize is £250 and a further 20 fantastic prizes, including an overnight hotel stay and luxury food and beauty hampers.
Tickets are enclosed if you’ve requested some. If you can sell them, please put the money and the ticket counterfoils in the FREEPOST envelope and send back to SRSB/RSS no later than Fri 12th Dec 2025 (to be drawn on Wed 17th Dec 2025). Cheques should be made payable to “SRSB”.
Raffle tickets received after the deadline will be treated as donations. 
If you or your family can sell extra tickets please let us know. 
We realise selling tickets is not for everyone, so don’t worry, but please DO NOT return the tickets to us as we do have to pay postage for the freepost envelope if you use it. 
If you prefer to pay for the raffle tickets by debit /credit please call us and we can take your payment and enter tickets into the draw for you. 
Thank you if you can help us to save costs by putting a postage stamp on the envelope but please ensure that you cross out the first line of the address on the envelope which starts “Freepost Plus” and the barcode immediately above it. We will be charged otherwise.
Please ensure that anyone buying a raffle tickets is aged 16 or over.
If you’d prefer not to receive raffle tickets in future then please just give us a call.

Donations In Lieu of Cards: Many people don’t send paper cards now and many decide to support a charity instead via a donation in lieu. We would be very grateful if you chose to support our charity in this way. Just get in touch if you’d like to make a donation or find out more. 

Legacies: Making a will is one of the most important things you will ever do. When you’ve made sure your loved ones are looked after and your wishes are met, maybe you would consider including a gift to SRSB/RSS?
If you’d like a copy of our legacy leaflet please let us know.

Events: Here’s some dates for your diaries..: Our events are a critical source of income for our charity. 
Pub Quiz: Thurs 4th Dec 2025. 7:30pm The Old Queen’s Head Sheffield. £5 per person

Golf Day: Fri 18th Sept 2026 (pencil it in!)

We’re busy organising events for ‘26, so keep checking on our website.  

Communities: We’re so lucky to have such amazing supporters in our local communities and we’d like to mention some of those in this newsletter. 
We were delighted to hear that Nether Edge WI have chosen to support us as their charity of the year. Thank you! and we look forward to working with you.

Take On 160:
We’re planning our celebration in the new year for all our fabulous fundraisers who did the Take On 160 challenge in 2025. You’ll be receiving your invite in due course!

Help us save costs! Can you help by opting to receive this newsletter by email or memory stick? If so, please email marketing@srsb.org.uk from the email address you’d like us to send it to and add your name so that we know who you are. We’ll save your email and add it to the mailing list. Thank you!

And Finally...
Our best wishes to you and your families for the festive season and a very happy new year!

Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind (SRSB)
5 Mappin Street
Sheffield S1 4DT
Tel: 0114 272 2757
E: info@srsb.org.uk  
Web: www.srsb.org.uk 

Cairn Home
58 Selborne Road
Crosspool
Sheffield S10 5ND
Tel: 0114 266 1536
E: cairn@srsb.org.uk  
Web: www.cairnhome.org.uk 

Rotherham Sight & Sound
8 Ship Hill
Rotherham S60 2HG
Tel: 01709 722420 
E: enquiries@rotherss.org.uk  
Web: www.RotherSS.org.uk 
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