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[bookmark: _Toc103766467][bookmark: _Toc174373230][bookmark: _Toc211851080][bookmark: _Toc244005093][bookmark: _Toc244005248][bookmark: _Toc244005426][bookmark: _Toc244010601]Introduction 
[bookmark: _Toc103766468][bookmark: _Toc136354403]It’s hard to believe that we’re already approaching the end of another year. It feels as though 2026 has flown by, and when we look back at everything we’ve achieved together, it’s certainly been one of our busiest years yet.

Our support is for people of all ages, and we always have exciting things planned for our younger clients. This November, our Little Sparklers group celebrates another year of providing fantastic support to pre-school children and their families. Our Empowering Young People sessions and activities have also grown and developed this year, and it’s lovely to see this part of our work continuing to flourish.

As we head towards the festive period, we’re looking forward to one of the highlights of our calendar: our week of Christmas lunches. It’s always wonderful to see clients, supporters and friends coming together to enjoy good food, great company and a little festive cheer. These events are a reminder of just how important our community is and how much can be achieved when people come together.

Talking of good food, if you’re looking for the perfect accompaniment to a Christmas lunch or one of those comforting winter dishes, don’t forget that we still have plenty of Henderson’s Relish available with our SRSB special limited edition labels. A Sheffield favourite that helps us raise funds that’s a great gift idea too!

It’s also been a year of change within the team. We’ve said some fond farewells to valued colleagues, welcomed back familiar faces, and introduced some new ones along the way. You’ll be able to read more about those changes later in this newsletter.

As we look towards the new year, we’ll continue to build on our strategic plan and our commitment to developing services that promote independence by empowering people with the knowledge, skills and confidence they need to live well and achieve their goals.

For now, I hope you enjoy this edition of Insight and, as always, thank you for your continued support.

Joanne Ardern 
[bookmark: _Toc103766470]CEO of SRSB, RSS and Cairn

How to Access What’s On at SRSB and RSS:
We have so much happening it can be hard to keep up! However, there are lots of ways to find out:
· Online via our website Client Events page (events are listed in date order): www.srsb.org.uk/client-events.aspx 
· Our Service Leaflets provide an overview of services offered by SRSB, RSS and Cairn and are available in printed or digital format
· Quarterly large print Activity Guide or email version (events listed by activity or group)
· Mailing lists for specific interest eg Culture Club, Children & Young People, etc
· Large print notice boards in the Cafes at SRSB and RSS with ‘What’s On this Week’ that also have a QR code to link you to the list online
· Contact us by phone 0114 272 2757 or 01709 722 420
· Email us at info@srsb.org.uk or enquiries@rotherss.org.uk

Most of our Client groups, activities and events are available to our clients with both sight and/or hearing loss unless specified. Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind (SRSB) and Rotherham Sight & Sound (RSS) clients and Cairn residents are welcome to access services in both Sheffield and Rotherham. 

[bookmark: _Toc174373232]Staff Updates: We’re very sad to say goodbye to Cheryle who many of you will know is one of our Community Advice Officers (CAOs). Cheryle is retiring from our charity after many years of dedicated service supporting many of our clients. We wish you a long and happy retirement Cheryle and you should leave our charity with pride for a job well done. Thank you on behalf of our team and our clients.
We are also sad to say goodbye to Schani who is another of our Community Advice Officers. However, he is making an exciting new start down South with a great job at Age UK to go to. We wish you all the very best Schani and thank you for the difference you have made to many of our clients.
And... welcome back to Sarah Keegan! We are delighted to let you know that Sarah K has accepted the role of Community Engagement Project Coordinator following the good news we shared with you in the last newsletter when SRSB/RSS secured £224,000 from The National Lottery Community Fund to deliver an exciting new 3 year Community Engagement Project, making contacts with harder to reach communities, letting people know about our services as well as promoting eye health. Sarah brings a wealth of experience and enthusiasm to the role.

Meet the Team: Kaitlyn: “Hi, I’m Kaitlyn, and I joined in Sept this year when I took on the role of Deputy Manager at Cairn Home.
I moved to Sheffield in 2018 to attend university, where I studied Adult Nursing. Unfortunately, due to health reasons, I was unable to complete my degree. However, I always knew that my passion lay within the health and social care sector, and I was determined to find an alternative pathway into a career where I could make a positive difference to people’s lives.
In 2022, I began working in a care home as a Care Assistant, and it was here that I discovered what I truly believe to be my calling. Over the past four years, I have gained valuable experience working across several care homes, progressing into the role of Senior Care Assistant. These opportunities have allowed me to develop my skills, expand my knowledge and, most importantly, strengthen my passion for delivering high-quality, person-centred care.
Since joining Cairn as Deputy Manager, I have had the opportunity to learn more about the charity, its values and the incredible work it does. I have also had the pleasure of meeting some wonderful people who have made me feel very welcome.
In my role as Deputy Manager, I work closely with our Registered Manager, Liz, to support the day-to-day running of Cairn Home. A key part of my responsibilities is supporting and guiding staff at all levels, helping to ensure that we consistently deliver the highest standards of care while promoting a positive, supportive and person-centred environment for everyone who lives and works at Cairn.
I am excited to continue developing both personally and professionally in this role, building on my knowledge and experience while contributing to the ongoing success of Cairn Home.
I look forward to meeting more people across Cairn and the wider SRSB/RSS community, building meaningful relationships and being part of what I am sure will be a very rewarding future within such a fantastic home and charity.”

[bookmark: _Toc211851081]Meet the Team: Ella: “Hello, my name is Ella and I am one of the Community Advice Officers and Welfare Rights Advisors at SRSB/RSS. I joined the organisation in May, and the time has flown by! My role mainly consists of supporting our wonderful clients with benefit applications and appeals, as well carrying out initial assessments for people who are new to our services and helping them get the support that they need.
One of the things I love about the role is getting to meet so many lovely people and witness the impact of our support first hand; it seems that most of the time, the smallest things can make the biggest differences. I’ve always been very passionate about helping people in any way that I can, so joining SRSB/RSS has been so important and exciting for me. Honestly, I have been overwhelmed at how positive and welcoming the environment is it as SRSB/RSS for our clients, and for staff as a place of work.
In one of my first weeks, I had the pleasure to accompany our clients on a day trip to Scarborough, which was a lot of fun, regardless of the weather we had that day! It was brilliant to really understand all of the different services that SRSB/RSS has to offer to our clients and how important they are. The activities are such a great way to build connection, introduce people to new interests or help people return to previous hobbies that they loved!
Outside of work, I love going to the cinema, spending time in the Peaks, being with friends, trying new coffee shops and exploring more of Sheffield! I’m really looking forward to my future with SRSB/RSS as I continue to learn and grow, work with an amazing team of colleagues and support more of our lovely clients.”
[bookmark: _Toc244005094][bookmark: _Toc244005249][bookmark: _Toc244005427][bookmark: _Toc244010602][bookmark: _Toc103766471]Services
For any of the services featured below or any of our other services, you can call us on the numbers at the beginning of the newsletter.


[bookmark: _Toc181094723][bookmark: _Toc174373233]We support over 8,000 people in Sheffield and Rotherham, and since the beginning of this year (2026) we have welcomed 646 new clients to our charity to help and support them to access the services they need and the benefits they are entitled to, so that they are enabled to adapt to their sight loss and empowered to regain their confidence and maintain their independence. 
Sometimes our charity is confused with national charities, so we just wanted to take the opportunity to remind our clients that: 
SRSB is an independent local charity, not part of a national organisation.
RSS is an independent local charity in Rotherham, where we are grateful to receive some council funding, but we also rely on fundraising support.
Financial reality: Services rely on fundraising, donations and volunteer support to remain sustainable.
Growing demand: More people of all ages are seeking our support, often with increasingly complex needs.
Impact: The charity helps people adapt, build confidence and thrive after sight and/or hearing loss.
Our supporters: Every supporter, volunteer, fundraiser and donor helps secure the future of these services.
So, our heartfelt thanks goes to all of those supporters, volunteers and our hard working small staff teams (past and present), enabling us to deliver the important services we offer to our clients.
“Together, we can ensure that people living with sight and/or hearing loss in Sheffield and Rotherham continue to receive the support they need, when they need it, for generations to come.”


Festive Fun!
It’s that time of year again when we start thinking about all our festive activities, and with Christmas celebrations just around the corner we’ve got lots going on!
All our events are listed in the Activity Guide and on our website, but here’s a quick rundown of the festive events - ALL require booking:
· Christmas Social: Fri 20th Nov. Sheffield centre. VI comedian David Eagle with music by ‘In Joke’. Tickets £10
· Christmas Afternoon Tea & Choir Wed 9th Dec. Sheffield centre. 12:30pm to 2:30pm £12 per person
· Christmas Crackers: Thurs 10th Dec 12pm to 2pm. Wellness Session focusing on the lighter side of sensory loss 
· Christmas Lunches: Mon 14th to Fri 18th Dec 12pm to 2pm £10. There is entertainment included each day.
· SWFC Visit: Tues 22nd Dec at 2pm at SRSB. Let us know if you’d like to come along to meet some of the players when they visit for their ‘Blue & White Christmas’. It’s always a lovely festive get together! 
As always we’re closed over the Christmas break to give our staff a well deserved rest and time to recharge ready for the new year! 
We’ll be closed on Thurs 24th Dec 2026 and will reopen Mon 4th Jan.
Groups & Activities: 
Daily Living Skills Sessions: Held at our demo kitchen at RSS, the Daily Living Skills sessions are designed for our visually impaired clients to enable them to regain confidence with cooking and healthy eating.  We use equipment that helps you adapt and assists your cooking routines, and of course with a tasty treat at the end of the day! 
At each of the sessions we are joined by one of our visually impaired Masterchef volunteers who shares their experience and top tips with the group. Some fabulous smells drift through RSS during these sessions! 
If you’re interested in booking, please contact Joy or Tracy.

Confidence Building Workshops: are a series of journeys and activities which incorporate training in mobility, technology, social and communication skills. These workshops aim to promote independence and reduce isolation for clients with a visual impairment.
Clients will plan and undertake a journey supported by members of staff. The planning session will incorporate training in travel apps, asking for assistance, accessing public transport, managing risks and techniques for coping with anxiety. The travel session will involve taking public transport to the agreed destination, shopping or enjoying a coffee and then returning to either Mappin St or Ship Hill. These are group sessions, and are suitable for people who can travel independently already, and would like to gain confidence in using public transport and visiting new places. Please contact us to express your interest.

Equipment & Technology: 
We’ve been busy starting to organise some Equipment & Technology Demo Days at our Centres. Here are some dates for your diaries in 2027: 
Optelec Demo Days (Solutions for Low Vision and Blindness): 
· Wed 14th Apr SRSB 9:30am to 3:30pm
· Fri 16th Apr RSS 11am to 1:30pm
· Wed 15th Sept SRSB 9:30am to 3:30pm
· Fri 17th Sept RSS 11am to 1:30pm
Synapptic:
· Wed 12th May SRSB. 
· Fri 14th May RSS. 
Lunar Glasses:
· Thurs 21st Jan at SRSB. 10am to 12pm in the RP Group meeting.
· Then afterwards open at all clients from 2pm to 3:30pm for drop-ins.

Children & Young People: 
SRSB and Nearly 20 Years of Supporting Pre-School Children: For almost 20 years, our charity has been helping young children with sight loss take their first steps towards confidence, independence and friendship through our specialist pre-school playgroup, Little Sparklers.
As it was launched around Bonfire Night, the group was given the name “Little Sparklers” and has since supported many local children and their families across Sheffield.
The playgroup is delivered by SRSB staff and volunteers alongside professionals from Sheffield City Council’s Vision Support Service. Sessions take place during term time at SRSB and are specially designed to meet the needs of children with visual impairments.
Children are encouraged to learn and explore through play, using a range of sensory and stimulating equipment, including tactile toys, fibre optic resources, cause-and-effect activities and dark dens. The group also organises visits to specialist venues such as sensory rooms and soft play centres, providing new experiences in safe and supportive environments.
Joanne Ardern, CEO of SRSB and one of the staff members who helped establish the group along with Cheryle, said, “It’s been incredibly rewarding to see the children grow up and develop in confidence and independence. Many of the children who attended Little Sparklers over the years are still involved with our charity today, accessing services for young adults as well as benefiting from our wider support, including social groups, technology and equipment advice, and benefits guidance.
“Another wonderful aspect of the group has been seeing the friendships and support networks that have developed between parents and carers. Many have continued to support one another long after their children have moved on from the group.”
For families, Little Sparklers provides much more than play opportunities. It offers a welcoming environment where parents can connect with others who understand the challenges and experiences of raising a child with sight loss.
Karen, whose son Harry currently attends the group, said, “Little Sparklers is a wonderful group that enables your child to play and interact on their level at their own pace, Harry enjoys his time here exploring new things and interacting with other children. Its given Harry new opportunities, and as a parent it has given me a safe welcoming space for Harry to play and for me to share experiences with other parents. Although our children are all vision impaired, they are all unique, there is no judgement, no expectation, just a friendly group who encourage and support each other. We love our time there.”

CYP Christmas Social
Tues 1st Dec, 4:15pm to 6pm. Festive fun, food and friendship!
For visually impaired (VI) young people aged 12 to 18.
Come and join us for a fun and festive get-together! Enjoy delicious pizza, festive treats and games in a relaxed, friendly environment.
It’s a great chance to meet other VI young people outside of school, make new friends and celebrate the festive season together!
For more information about our range of services available for children, young people and families, contact Abbey, our Children and Families Support Officer. 
[bookmark: _Toc211851083][bookmark: _Toc244005095][bookmark: _Toc244005250][bookmark: _Toc244005428][bookmark: _Toc244010603]Feedback
[bookmark: _Toc211851084]Our Stories: We love to share stories from our clients and we recently had some feedback from Nya who had accessed our service:
Nya first became aware of SRSB when her consultant at the Royal Hallamshire Hospital filled out the paperwork to register her visually impaired, “He told me about the Eye Clinic Liaison Officer (ECLO) at the hospital and SRSB in Sheffield. The ECLO called me and introduced herself and SRSB sent a Community Advice Officer out that same week.”
Nya explains her sight condition and the impact its challenges have had on her, “I have Keratoconus, severe allergic eye disease and an inoperable cataract. I have lost most of the vision in my left eye and rely on my right. The vision in my right eye fluctuates a lot due to the conditions I have.
“I was severely depressed and struggling mentally when I came to SRSB. Looking back, I don’t know how I managed at the time, as my children were 2 and 4. I’d spent a long time in survival mode as the children didn’t understand what was going on, but needed me. I only began to process the emotions and stress when I had group and individual therapy at the Centre.”
Our Community Advice Officers’ benefits team have helped Nya file her PIP claim, and our Equipment & Technology team have set up the accessibility features on her phone.
Nya is a textile artist and storyteller/content creator, “Being VI has changed my art completely and I now work a lot more with tactile yarns and beads. I also share my lived experience of being visually impaired online as a content creator.”
She offered to volunteer for our charity this year when we made a call out for Lived Experience speakers. “As I was already sharing my experience online this gave me the opportunity to reach a wider audience.
“Through my Lived Experience talks, I work closely with Andrea and Tracy on training days. Working with them has opened my eyes to the work that goes on behind the scenes and what it takes to make the Centre what it is. This has made me want to be more involved with the organisation and give in any way possible.
“I am a member of the VI running team and we’ve just run the Yorkshire Relay in York. The VI running team has some characters and there’s never a dull moment with them. It’s great to be working towards a common goal.
“I am also a fundraiser and do this through running and I recently completed the Sheffield 10K. Now I’m training for the 21K in April with many more races to come.”
Nya has some thoughtful messages for others, “If you came to sight loss later in life like I did, please know your life is not over. Take all the help you’re offered by loved ones, social services, SRSB/RSS especially the therapy sessions. Don’t isolate yourself at home, give the activities a go if possible. If meeting people isn’t your thing, there’s a large community of VI and SSI people online sharing their experiences.
“It might take weeks, months or years to adjust to life with sight loss. Give yourself some grace and be kind to yourself.
“You can do most things you loved before sight loss, it just takes an openness and willingness to try, fail and repeat until you figure things out. You might end up preferring this new version of yourself, I know I do.”
“I have met some amazing people and *fur friends at the Centre (*referring to the furry guide dogs!). I look forward to coming here, it’s beginning to feel like home. I also love that there’s no hierarchy, I sat next to Joanne (SRSB and RSS’s CEO) for lunch and only found out who she was at the end.”
And a lovely comment about our catering and social events “If you’re invited for an event that involves food, don’t turn it down. I know some timings don’t work for those in employment, or with young families, but try and get to a few socials. You will meet a plethora of individuals with shared experiences that will help you. In my case it was the group for visually impaired parents.”
When asked if there was a last thought she would like to share, Nya simply said “SRSB saved my life.”

[bookmark: _Toc244005096][bookmark: _Toc244005251][bookmark: _Toc244005429][bookmark: _Toc244010604][bookmark: _Toc103766472][bookmark: _Toc174373234][bookmark: _Toc211851085]Cairn Home
Our care home in Sheffield Cairn Home specialises in care for people with sight loss. 

[bookmark: _Toc244005097][bookmark: _Toc244005252][bookmark: _Toc244005430]We have recently appointed a new Deputy Manager, Kaitlyn Klarke (who we have featured in the staff profiles at the beginning of the newsletter). Kaitlyn has settled in really well and we look forward to her contribution to the development of Cairn Home alongside our Registered Manager Liz and the rest of the dedicated team.  

We’re delighted to share the news that Cairn Home has been awarded the highest Food Hygiene Rating on their recent Food Standards Agency inspection. Well done to everyone involved in achieving this. 
[bookmark: _Toc244005098][bookmark: _Toc244005253][bookmark: _Toc244005431][bookmark: _Toc244010605]We currently have some rooms available. If you’re interested in finding out about Cairn Home or to arrange a visit to look around, please get in touch: 
[bookmark: _Toc244005099][bookmark: _Toc244005254][bookmark: _Toc244005432][bookmark: _Toc244010606]0114 266 1536  
cairn@srsb.org.uk
[bookmark: _Toc244005101][bookmark: _Toc244005256][bookmark: _Toc244005434][bookmark: _Toc244010608]
Awareness
[bookmark: _Toc211851086][bookmark: _Toc103766475][bookmark: _Toc174373237]We continue to work hard to raise awareness of sight and/or hearing loss in our communities. If you’d like to find out about research, consultations and feedback groups please let us know at: marketing@srsb.org.uk

SYMCA Focus Group: South Yorkshire People’s Network (The People’s Network) Tram Livery Design Concept. 
We have been working with The People’s Network to give feedback from our visually impaired clients about the livery and signage for the public transport network. In October they came to show us some designs for further feedback. We gave thoughts about things that make a difference to our clients, and the many sight conditions that people have, each with different challenges. So we discussed things such as light conditions, audio announcements, the difference that high contrast makes, the clarity of icons, as well as the use of certain colours. 
We want to thank The People’s Network for approaching us at the design stage and for taking our comments on board. We will be welcoming them back again soon to see further developments and look forward to establishing an ongoing relationship and discussion group with them.

Hospital Toolboxes on Wards: You may remember the toolboxes we helped to develop that contain items of support for VI people during a hospital stay. We will be reporting on this in the Spring newsletter as they are scheduled to be put in place on some wards soon.  

[bookmark: _Toc244005102][bookmark: _Toc244005257][bookmark: _Toc244005435][bookmark: _Toc211851087]Visual Impairment Awareness Training: Our training calendar continues to be busy, and our training team are working hard delivering sessions to organisations across our local community. Alongside the services we provide directly to clients, this work helps us look at the bigger picture: making everyday places and services more accessible and welcoming for people with sight and/or hearing loss.
Through our training, we aim to raise awareness and build a better understanding of sight conditions and the challenges our clients can face in day-to-day life. We encourage organisations to think about accessibility from the outset, so that clients’ needs become an ingrained part of how services are designed and delivered. This can make a real difference in many areas of everyday life; from street design and public transport to hospital visits, theatres, restaurants, shops, events and local groups, to name a few.
Most importantly, we make sure our clients’ lived experience is part of the conversation. When we deliver training or bring people together to provide feedback, clients can share their own experiences and perspectives directly with organisations. This helps people understand not only what needs to change, but why it matters.
Would you like to help us make a difference? If you would be interested in sharing your lived experience at future training sessions or feedback groups, please get in touch: training@srsb.org.uk
[bookmark: _Toc244010609]Volunteering
If you or someone you know is interested in volunteering please view our roles online: 
www.srsb.org.uk/Jobs-and-Volunteering/Volunteer-Opportunities/ or call Andrea on:0114 272 2757 or email: volunteers@srsb.org.uk
We give full Visual Impairment Awareness training and induction.

Volunteer Christmas Party: As always, we’re holding our festive Volunteer Party to say a BIG thank you to all of our lovely volunteers who support us in so many different ways, from fundraising collections and events, to coffee mornings, groups and activities, as well as office work and sharing experiences about their sight/hearing loss journeys at training groups. Everything you do enables us to provide the incredible range of services for our clients. The party will be on: Tues 8th Dec 1pm to 3pm. Your invitations will be sent to you. Please let Andrea know if you can attend. 

New Team: We’ve established a fantastic group of Lived Experience Volunteers who support the training that our team do in the local community. As part of the training they speak to attendees about their own sight loss journey. This is a powerful message that enables others to try to understand challenges as told by someone who’s actually experienced them. They are also told in context, so that participants can relate to it. 
We always get incredible feedback about these sessions and it’s largely thanks to our volunteers who want to help others in the same situation. 
Recently, we held a celebration event where we shared how people had found the experience of speaking at training, everyone met the other volunteers and they were all presented with a certificate of thanks for their support by one of SRSB/RSS’s Ambassadors, supporters and clients, Simon Wheatcroft.
Thank you to you all for your valuable support, not only to us as a charity, but to the sight loss community.

[bookmark: _Toc244005106][bookmark: _Toc244005261][bookmark: _Toc244005439][bookmark: _Toc244010610]Fundraising
Our Fundraising Events are open to anyone to join. You can book online at www.srsb.org.uk/fundraising-events.aspx contact Steve or Steph:0114 272 2757 or fundraising@srsb.org.uk

The events we hold are a critical source of income for our local independent charity and help us to provide our services now and into the future in Sheffield and Rotherham. 
A huge thank you to everyone who has donated or volunteered their time so far in 2026 and please support us again in 2027. In recent years, the fundraising climate has been particularly challenging, so any help you provide is very much appreciated.

What’s Planned?:
We’ve a few more events to finish the year and are already starting to book some new ones in for 2027, so keep checking on our website.

Here are some dates for your diaries, more coming soon:
· Pub Quiz: Thurs 3rd Dec 7:30pm 2026. The Old Queen’s Head Sheffield. £5 per person
· Christmas Social: Fri 20th Nov 2026. SRSB. VI comedian David Eagle with music by ‘In Joke’. Tickets £10  
· Christmas Afternoon Tea & Choir Wed 9th Dec. SRSB. 12:30pm to 2:30pm £12 per person
· Sheffield Half Marathon: Sun 4th April 2027. SRSB. 9:30am. 
· Mark Crossley Pie & Pea evening: Sat 3rd July 2027. Beighton Miners Club. 7pm. £TBC
· Charity Golf Day: Fri 24th Sept 9am 2027. Back at Sitwell Golf Club, Rotherham. £280 per team of 4
· Dolly Parton Tribute: Sat 27th Nov 2027. Beighton Miners Club. 7pm. Tickets £10
· Skydives and Wing Walks: Any time to suit.
· Other – Blind Drive 2027. 

What other future challenge events do you want? Let us know and we’ll see what we can organise for you.

Winter Raffle: It’s that time of year again and we’ve got lots of lovely prizes to be won! The first prize is £250 and a further 20 fantastic prizes, including luxury food and beauty hampers. 
Tickets are enclosed if you’ve requested some. If you can sell them, please put the money and the ticket counterfoils in the FREEPOST envelope and send back to SRSB/RSS by no later than Fri 11th December 2026 (to be drawn on Wed 16th December 2026). Cheques should be made payable to “SRSB”. 
Raffle tickets received after the deadline will be treated as donations.  
If you or your family can sell extra tickets please let us know.  
We realise selling tickets is not for everyone, so don’t worry, but please DO NOT return the tickets to us as we do have to pay postage for the freepost envelope if you use it.  
If you prefer to pay for the raffle tickets by debit /credit please call us and we can take your payment and enter tickets into the draw for you.  
Thank you if you can help us to save costs by putting a postage stamp on the envelope but please ensure that you cross out the first line of the address on the envelope which starts “Freepost Plus” and the barcode immediately above it. We will be charged otherwise. 
Please ensure that anyone buying a raffle tickets is aged 16 or over. 
If you’d prefer not to receive raffle tickets in future, then please just give us a call. 

Sheffield Cathedral Christmas Tree Festival: We are once again delighted to be taking part in Sheffield Cathedral’s beautiful Christmas Tree Festival. If you get chance to visit it’s a lovely way to spend some time looking at all the trees where charities and organisations decorate each one individually, all in amazing surroundings. It begins Wed 2nd Dec 2026 at 8:30am and finishes on Mon 11th Jan 2027 at 4 pm.

St Timothy’s Church: Crookes, Sheffield is holding a Christmas Tree Festival in support of its Tuesday Social Club. We’ll have a tree to promote our charity from Fri 4th Dec to Sun 6th Dec.

Join us for the Christmas Social! Get into the festive spirit and join us for our Christmas Social at SRSB on Fri 20th Nov. For just £10 per ticket, you can enjoy a fantastic evening of food, a subsidised bar and live entertainment, including the brilliantly funny VI comedian David Eagle, plus music from local band ‘In Joke’. It’s a great opportunity to catch up with friends, enjoy some festive fun and start Christmas celebrations in style. Come along, have a laugh, enjoy the music and celebrate Christmas with us. We’d love to see you there!

SRSB Annual Golf Day. Thank You: A huge thank you to Sitwell Golf Club and all the companies and individuals who supported our annual golf day on Fri 18th Sept. A special mention to our new main event sponsors Denis O. Brown Insurance Brokers and Halfway House sponsors Rathbones Wealth Management Sheffield. The event was a great success and raised over £4,600 – amazing! 2027’s Golf Day will be held at Sitwell again on Fri 24th Sept.


Vote for SRSB to Access Coop Funds: SRSB has been chosen to be part of the @coopuk Local Community Fund. How much we get depends on how many Co-op members choose our cause. If you are a member, or to join, download the Co-op App & choose https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/105998
You’ll be raising money to support our Looking Ahead costs.

Pull Together for People with Sight Loss! We’re looking for teams of volunteer fundraisers to take on an unusual, sponsored challenge: taking the place of a horse and helping to tow the 10-tonne narrowboat Dawn Rose between Shireoaks Marina and the Lock Keeper pub in Worksop, before making the return journey.
The challenge can be arranged on most Saturdays between April and Sept, with every pound raised helping SRSB/RSS continue supporting local people with sight loss.
Get a team together, take the strain and turn your horsepower into fundraising power! Call Steve for more details.

A Taste of Sheffield, Supporting Local People: Looking for the perfect Christmas gift or stocking filler? Our special limited edition SRSB Henderson’s Relish bottle is a great way to celebrate a true Sheffield favourite, while supporting our charity.
Whether it’s for family, friends, colleagues or the Henderson’s fan who has everything, this exclusive bottle makes a unique and meaningful festive gift. 
Every purchase helps SRSB/RSS to continue providing vital support and services to people affected by sight loss across Sheffield, and sight and hearing loss across Rotherham.
Bottles are £3.50 each or 3 for £10. Limited stock available, so don’t miss out. Treat someone special! 

Blind Drive Challenge 2026: A huge thank you to everyone who made our 2026 Blind Drive Challenge such a fantastic success! On Thurs 8th Oct, 28 brave participants took to the track, experiencing the thrill of driving while blindfolded and helping to raise over £5,500 for SRSB/RSS - amazing!
Our sincere thanks go to Sheffield Arena, Young Driver, and our brilliant instructors Carmen and Sara for helping make the event possible and keeping everyone safely on track.
Congratulations to our worthy Blind Drive Challenge winner, Tony Ford, and a special shout-out to Dave White, our highest fundraiser, for his fantastic fundraising effort.
And, of course, thank you to every driver, sponsor and supporter who got behind the challenge. Together, you made it a day to remember and raised a brilliant amount to support local people with sight loss.
Same time next year? 

Yorkshire Marathon Relay: What an incredible achievement! In Oct, two teams of runners took on the challenge of completing the Yorkshire Marathon Relay. A team of VI Runners, and a team of Guide Runners, each pair running one of 6 legs. Between them they ran 26.2 miles, the distance of a marathon.
For some, this was their first running challenge. 
Our VI Runners put their trust into their guides and together they displayed an amazing effort. The months of training paid off and everyone should be very proud of themselves. Thank you to all who sponsored and supported the teams in their challenge, and thank you to the team for their fundraising efforts. They’ve raised a fantastic amount of over £3,000 (so far!), more than doubling their target.

Something New is Coming… Be a Friend! In the New Year, we’ll be launching an exciting new way to stay connected with SRSB, RSS and Cairn.
‘Friends’ will bring together people with sight or hearing loss, families, carers, volunteers, supporters and donors as one welcoming community.
Whether you want to keep up to date, get more involved, share your experience, volunteer, support our work or simply feel more connected, there’ll be a place for you.
And the best bit? Friends will be open to everyone, with a completely free option to join. Look out for more details in the New Year.
Be Connected. Be Involved. Be a Friend.

Unwanted Gifts! We hold lots of raffles during the year including at events and our annual Summer & Winter raffles. Sometimes we struggle for prizes. Most of us have various unwanted gifts or other items lying about the house. If you can donate any, or have items suitable for hampers, please get in touch.

Help us save costs! Please help by opting to receive this newsletter by email or memory stick. Please email marketing@srsb.org.uk from the email address you’d like us to send it to and add your name so that we know who you are. Thank you!

Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind (SRSB)
5 Mappin Street
Sheffield S1 4DT
Tel: 0114 272 2757
E: info@srsb.org.uk  Web: www.srsb.org.uk 

Cairn Home
58 Selborne Road
Crosspool
Sheffield S10 5ND
Tel: 0114 266 1536
E: cairn@srsb.org.uk  Web: www.cairnhome.org.uk 

Rotherham Sight & Sound
8 Ship Hill
Rotherham S60 2HG
Tel: 01709 722420 
E: enquiries@rotherss.org.uk  Web: www.RotherSS.org.uk 
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